ZONING BY-LAWS

OF THE
TOWN OF SEEKONK,
MASSACHUSETTS
APPROVED OCTOBER 2, 1958
INCORPORATING SUBSEQUENT REVISIONS THROUGH TOWN MEETING
CONCLUDED OCTOBER 21, 1985

The following by-laws, having been adopted by the Town

on April 28, 1958, and approved by the Attorney General
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts October 2, 1958,

supersede the original Zoning Laws approved November 14,
1942, and the amendments thereto.

SEEKONK PLANNING BOARD
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SECTION 1.
PURPOSE

The zoning districts and regulations pertaining
thereto as herein set forth are made in accord-
ance with a comprehensive plan to regulate the
use of land, buildings, and structures for the
purpose of promoting and protecting the health,
safety and general welfare of the community and
the present and future inhabitants of the Town
of Seekonk. They are designed to lessen conges-
tion in the streets; to conserve health; to sec-
ure safety from fire, flood, panic and other
dangers; to provide adequate light and air; to
prevent overcrowding of land; to avoid undue
concentration of population; to facilitate the
adequate provision of transportation, water sup-
ply, drainage, sewerage, schools, parks, open
space and other public requirements; to conserve
the value of land and buildings, including the
conservation of natural resources and the pre-
vention of blight and pollution of the environ-
ment; to encourage the most appropriate use of
land throughout the Town, including considera-
tion of the Master Plan, if any, adopted by the
Planning Board and the Comprehensive Plan, if
any, of the Southeastern Reqgional Planning and
Economic Development District; and to Dreserve
and increase amenities, to promote responsible
economic development, and to support quality
housing for persons of all income levels. They
are made with reasonable consideration given to
the character of each district and its peculiar
suitability for particular uses.

Since the purpose of these by-laws is to promote
the quality of life and environment in Seekonk
by regulating property uses, whenever there ap-
pear to be multiple interpretations of points
within these by-laws, the more restricting or
more controlling interpretation is intended and
will prevail unless ruled otherwise by due course
of law.

Sub-sections of this by-law will not be inter-
preted out of the context of the next superior
section within which it appears.



SECTION 2.
DEFINITIONS

In this by-law words used in the present tense include the future
the sinqular includes the nlural and the nlural, the singular.
The ward “used" incluidos "Sae rgmad,  intopsed OF arrangsdl Lo Lo
used". The followlno terms for the purposes of thils by-law are
defined as follows:

ACCESSORY BUILDING: 2

A subordinate building incident to and located on the same
lot as the principal building or use. However, garden/yard sheds
of 10" x 14" x 8' from grade to roof peak, or less, shall not be
subject to the dimensional reguirements of Section 6, but shall
not be closer than ten (10) feet to any other main structure.

BASE FLOOD LEVEL:

The elevation of flood waters having a one percent chance of being
equalled or exc=eded ;n any given year. This is also referred to
as the "100 year flood level", or that leve] as revised by FEMA
and/or the Conservation Commission.

BUILDING HEIGHT:

The vertical distance measured from the averace elevation of the
finished lot grade at the front of the building to the highest
point of the top story in the case of a flat roof or to the mean
height between the plate and the ridge in the case of a pitched
roof. In determining building height, belfries, steeples, chim-
neys, outdoor theatre screens, and similar projections shall be
excluded.

CORNER LOT:

A lot at the junction of and fronting on two or more public ways
Intersecting at an angle of less than 135 degrees.

CORPORATIONS:

That entity or enterprise incorporated under the General Laws of
Massachusetts, including those from other states and legally en-
titled to conduct business in Massachusetts; to include corpora-
tions which are similar in nature and/or which have identical
principals as owner or lessees, be they individual or other cor-
porations. No lot or use shall be further subdivided or sublet
as to circumvent or lessen other requirements of these by-laws.

DEVELOPMENT: .7

Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, includ-
ing but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining,
dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling opera-
tions.

DWELLING:

Any building used in whole or in part for habitation as approved
in accordance with the town building code.

FARM:

A parcel of land used for the cultivation of the soil for the pur-
pose of producing crops and/or for the raising of livestock with
exception of tre following noxicus uses: pigaeries, turkey farms
and cuinea hen farms.



FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP:

This is an official map prepared by the Federal Insurance Admini-
stration delineating both special flood hazard areas and risk
premium zones.

FLOODPROOFING:

Any combination of structural and non-structural alterations to
property which minimize or eliminate flood damage.

HABITABLE FLOOR:

Any floor usable for living purposes, which includes working,
sleeping, eating, cooking or recreation, or a combination thereof,
or containing utility or service equipment. A floor used only for
storage purposes is not a "habitable floor".

LOT:

A parcel of land defined by metes, bounds, or boundary lines in a
recorded deed or shown on a recorded plan or plat.

MEAN SEA LEVEL:

The average height of the sea for all stages of the tide (ref. to
National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929).

REGULATORY FLOODWAY:

The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land
areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood
without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more
than a designated height.

SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA:

Land subject to a one percent or greater chance of flooding in
any given year.

SPECIAL PERMIT:

A special permit allows a use that would not be appropriate gene-
rally or without restriction throughout the zone, but which if
controlled as to number, area, location or relation to the neigh-
borhood, would promote the public health, safety, morals, or gene-
ral welfare. Such uses may be permitted in such zone by special
permit, if specific provision for such special permit uses is made
in these zoning by-laws. Speci¢l permits are to be issued only
for uses which are in harmony with the general purpese and intent
of these by-laws, and are subject to general or specific provi-
sions set forth therein. Specia. permits may also impose condi-
tions, safeguards and limitations on time or use.

SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING AUTHORITY:

The Town board or boards desiqnated by the zoning by-laws to
issue special permits under authcrity of Section 1 of Chapter A0A
of the Massachusetts General Laws.
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STORY:

That portion of a building between the upper surface of any floor
and the upper surface of the floor next above, having more than
one-half of its height above the average elevation of the finished
lot grade adjoining the building and any portion of a building,
used for human occujancy and/or material storage between the top-
most floor and the roof.

STREET:
A public way established by or maintained under public authority.

STREET LINE:
The dividing line between a public way and an adjacent lot.

STRUCTURE:

Anything erected requiring location on the ground or attachment
to something having location on the ground.

For floodplain management purposes, a structure is a walled and
roofed building, including a gas or liquid storage tank, that is
principally above ground, as well as a mobile home.

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT:

Any repair, reconstruction or improvement of a structure, the
cost of which equals or exceeds 50% of the market value of the
structure either (a) before the improvement or repair is started,
or (b) if the structure has been damaged, and is being restored,
before the damage occurred. For the purposes of this definition,
"substantial imprevement" is considered to occur when the first
alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor or other structural part of
the building commences, whether or not that alteration affects the
external dimensions of the structure. The term does not, however,
include either, (a) any project for improvement of a structure to
comply with existing state or local health, sanitary or safety
code specifications which are solely necessary to assure safe liv-
ing conditions, or (b) any alteration of a structure listed on the
National Register of Historic Places or a State Inventory of His-
toric Places.

TRATLER:

Any vehicle basically designed for human habitation and for occa-
sional or frequent mobile use whether on wheels or rigid support.



VARTANCE:

A variance is a relaxation of the terms of the zoning by-laws
where such variance will not be contrary o the public interest
or nullify or substantially derogate from the intent of these by-
laws and where, owing to conditions peculiar to the property and
not the result of the actions of the applicant, a literal enforce-
ment of these by-laws would involve substantial hardship, finan-
cial or otherwise. As used in these by-laws, a variance is autho-
rized for circumstances relating to soil conditions, shape, size,
or topography of land or structures and especially affecting such
land or structures but not affecting generally the zoning district
in which it is located. Establishment or espansion of a use or
activity otherwise prohibited shall not be allowed by variance.
conditions, safequards and limitations of both time and use may be
apnlied.

YARD:

A reguired space on a lot, open, and unoccupied
and unobstructed by structures, except as otherwise provided in
this by-law.

YARD, FRONT:

A required yard extending across the fuil width of the lot adjacent
to the front street line.

YARD, REAR:

A required yard extending across the full width of the lot adjacent
to the rear lot line.

YARD, SIDE:

A required yard extending from the rear of the required front yard,
or from the street line where no front yard is required, to the
front of the required rear yard, or to the rear lot line where no
rear yard is required.

YARD, INTERIOR SIDE:

A required side yard not adjacent to a public way.

YARD, CORNER SIDE:
A required side yard adjacent to a public way.



SECTION

ESTABLISH
AND CLASSIFI-
CATION OF DIS-

TRICTS

3.1 DISTRICTS

For the purpese of this ordinarce. the
Town of Szekonk is hereby divided into ten
classes of districts, designated as follows:

Residence "R-1" Districts
Residence "R-2" Districts
Residence "R-3" Districts
Residence "R-4" Districts
Local Business Districts
Highway Business Districts
Industry Districts
Special Districts

1. Planned Unit Development

2. Wetlands and Floodplain

Protection
3. Mixed Use
()\Q\MSR&

The Special Districts entitled
"Wetlands and Floodplain Protec-
tion" and "Mixed Use" are to
be superimposed over the other
districts in the affected areas
on the Zoning Map. See Sections
9.2 and 9.3 for the applicable
regulations.

3.2 DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

3.2.1

The boundaries of 9 of the 10
districts are hereby established
as shown on the Seekonk, Massa-
chusetts, Zoning Map dated 1979,
which is hereby made a part of
this By-Law and which is on file
in the offices of the Inspector
of Buildings, the Town Clerk, and
also at the Planning Office.

The boundaries of the Wetlands
and Floodplain Protection Dis-
trict are shown on the Flood
Insurance Rate Maps and Flood
Boundary and Floodway Maps as
prepared by the Federal Insur-
ance Administration in the Flood
Insurance Study for the Town of
Seekonk, Bristeol County, Massa-
chusetts, AND on the map entitled
Superimposed Zoning District,
October 1975 by Metcalf & Eddy.
Both maps are on file in the
offices of the Town Clerk, Inspec-
tor of Buildings, and Planning
Office.
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Unless otherwise shown on the
Seekonk, Massachusetts, Zoning
Map, the boundary lines of dis-
tricts are lot lines, center
lines of streets or alleys, or
such lines extended, railroad
right-of-way lines, or the cen-
ter lines of water courses.

A district boundary otherwise
shown and approximately paral-
lel to a street, railroad, OT
water course line ghall be
deemed to be parallel to such
line, and the figure placed
on the zoning map between the
boundary and such line shall °
be the distance in feet be-
tween them, as measured at a
right angle from such line
unless otherwise indicated.

Questions concerning the exact
location of district boundary
linea as shown on the zoning
map shall Dbe decided by the
Board of Appeals after consul-
tation with the Planning Board.

The boundary limits of the Wet-
lands and Floodplain Protection
Digtrict are not degcribed by
dimengions; however, the flood~-
plain is generally described by
elevation above mean Sea level.
Distence shall be determined by
the wuse of the scale shown on
the zoning map. Lf gimple scal-
ing cannot ascertain whether or
not the parcel of land in ques-
tion falls within the boundaries
of the District, the Inspector
of Buildings will determine by
field inspection the location
of the parcel with regpect 1o
the district. In such a deter-
mination, the Inspector of
Buildings shall seek the advice
of the Conservation Commission,
Planning Board and/or the Mas-
sachugetts Division of Environ-
mental Management, snd where
guch advice is given, it ghall
become part of the record.

%.% LOTS IN MORE THAN ONE DISTRICT

Where a district boundary line divides

a lot, the regulations applicable to the less
restricted portion of such lot may extend not
than 30 feet into the more re

portion.

gtricted

7



SECTICH 4.
GE

ENERAT
PROVISIONS

4,1 ZOWIRG AFFECTS EVERY STRUCTURE AND USk:

No structure or land shall be hereafter
used and no structure or part thereof shall
be erected, altered, or moved unless in con-
formity with the regulations herein specified
for the district in which it ig located, ex-
cept as otherwise provided.

4.2 RECORDED LOTS OF LESS THAN MINIMUM SIZE

4.,2.1 A noncoaforming lot is a lot of
less than minimum size as defined
in Section 6 of this by-law and
recorded prior to November 14,
1942,

4.2.2 If two or more adjacent noncon-
forming lots are in the same
ownership on the date of adop-
tion of this by-law, and such
combination of nonconforming
lots, or a portion thereof,
constitutes a lot of minimum
size as defined in Section 6 of
this by-law, such combinations
or portions shall be considered
as conforming to the require-
ments of this by-law and no
structure may bhe constructed
thereon unless it meets the re-~
quirements of this by-law. If
such combination or portion does
not contain sufficient srea to
vermit conformance with Section
6, a structure may be construc-
ted therecon, subject to the ap-
proval by the Board of Appeals.

4.3 ONLY ONE DWELLING ON ANY LOT

In no case shall there be more than one
dwelling unit and its accessory buildings on any
one lot unless otherwise permitted elsewhere in
these by-laws.

4.4 CORNER VISIBILITY

Within any required front or corner side
yard on any corner lot, no wall, fence, sign
post, structure, hedge, shrub, or other obstruc-
tion to visibility shall be permitted between
the heights of 2¥ feet and 10 feet above the
existing grade within 60 feet of the intersec-
tion of any street right-of-way lines or their
extension.



4.5 REDUCTION OF LOT AND YARD AREAS PRCHIBITED

No lot, yard, frontage, required open
gpace, or parking area shall be so reduced,
diminished, or maintained that yards, other
open spaces, total lot area oI parking area
ghall be smaller than prescribed bY this by-
law. After the date of adoption of this by-
law, land in all residence districts shall Dbe
sub-divided so that every lot conforms to this
by-law.

4.6 REQUIRED YARDS CANNOT BE USED BY ANOTHER
BUILDING

No part of a yard, parking space, OT
other open space required for any building
or use for the purpose of complying with
the provisions of this by-law ghall be in-
cluded as part of a yard, parking space, OI
other open space required under this by-law
for another building except &8s provided in
Section 10.

4,7 MULTI-UNIT STRUCTURE

Esch residential unit, be it in a single
or multi-unit structure, be it fixed or mobile,
be it permasnent or temporary, mist meet or ex-
ceed, either individually or in combined totels,
the minimum lot area requirements of this by-law
for the residential zone in which the unit ex-
istse. If the unit is in other then a Residen-
tial zone, it must meet oT exceed the minimum
lot area requirements of the least restricted
residential zone. This is not authorization of
any particular form of residential unit. It is
a requirement of such residential units as al-
lowed under these by-laws. It is a requirement
of residential units not gspecifically covered
by these by-laws. It is a requirement of resi-
dential units allowed by legal circumvention of
other provisions of these by-laws.



SECTION 5. 5.1 DEFINITION
NONCONFORMING Any lawfui building or structure or any law-
USES ful use of land, building, or structure which is

not an authorized use in the district in which it
is located by virtue of the adoption or subsequent
amendment of these by-laws is a nonconforming use.

5.2 APPLICABILITY

Except as hereinafter provided, the provisions
of this section shall apply to:

5.2.1 Any change to or substantial extension
of a nonconforming use of a building,
structure, or parcel of land;

5.2.2 A building or special permit issued
after first notice of public hearing
on a zoning by-law or amendment that
would cause such wuse, building or
structure to become nonconforming;

5.2.3 Any reconstruction, extension or
structural change of a non-conforming
structure;

5.2.4 Any alteration of a structure, begun
after the first notice of a public
hearing on a zoning by-law or amend-
ment that would cause the use of 3
structure to become nonconforming, to
provide for the structure's use for a
substantially different purpose or
for the same purpose in a substan-
tially different manner or to a sub-
stantially greater extent.

5.3 EXTENSION

Pre-existing legal nonconforming structures
or uses may be extended or altered by special per-
mit upon a finding by the Zoning Board of Appeals
that such change, extension or alteration shall
not be substantially more detrimental than the
existing nonconforming use to the neighborhood.

Pre-existing legal nonconforming structures
or land used for the primary purpose of agricul-
ture, horticulture, or floriculture on parcels of
more than five acres in size may be expanded or
reconstructed even if it prolongs the use of a
noncaonforming structure. However, the reconstruc-
tion or expansion shall conform to the dimensional
regulations for the district if such regulations
would not prohibit the re-establishment of the
agricuitural use or structure. For such purposes
land divided by a public or private way or water-
way shall be construed as one parcel.

10



5.4 EXEMPTIONS

The following buildings, structures or use
of land, building or structures are exempted from
the provisions of this section:

5.4.1 Structures or uses lawfully in exist-
ence or lawfully begun, or building
or special permits issued, before the
first publication of notice of the
public hearing on a zoning by-law or
amendment which would cause the struc-
ture or use to become nonconforming
provided that construction or opera-
tions under a building or special
permit shall confcrm to any subse-
quent amendment of this by-law unless
the use or construction is commericed
within a period of not more than six
months after the issuance of the per-
mit, and, in cases involving construc-
tion, unless such construction is con-
tinued through to completion as con-
tinuously and expeditiously as 1is
reasonable.

S.A.Z Alteration, reconstruction, extension
or structural changes to a single or
two-family residential structure where
such action(s) does not increase the
non-conforming nature of said struc-
ture.

5.A.3 Any increase in area, frontage, width
of yard or depth requirements of this
by-law shall not apply to a lot for
single and two-family residential use
which, at the time of recording or
endorsement, whichever occurs sooner,
was not held in common ownership with
any adjoining land, conformed to
then-existing requirements and has
less than the proposed requirement
but at least 5,000 square feet of
area and fifty feet of frontage.

11



5.5 DISCONTINUANCE OF A NONCONFORMING USE

No building,. structure, or premises where
a nonconforming use, other than an agriculture,
horticulture, or floriculture use, has ceased for
more than two years shall again be devoted to a
nonconforming use. No nonconforming agricultural,
horticultural, or floricultural use on a parcel of
five acres or less in size in areas not zoned for
agriculture, horticulture, or floriculture which
has ceased for more than five years shall be de-
voted to a nonconforming use.

12



SECTICH 6 6.1 USEZS FERMITIE

RESIDENCE
DISTRICTS
1. Sirgle-family dwellings: (but not in-
clucing mooile homes with the followirng
exception).

2. Mobile home on the site of a residence
which has been destroyed ty fire oT
other natural holocaust for occupancy
by the owner and occupier of the des-
troyed residence for a period not to
exceed twelve months while the resi-
dence is being rebuilt. (Said mobile
home must satisfy the provisions of
the state sanitary code at all times
while being so used sand must be re-
corded with the Inspector of Buildings
upon commencement of such use.

Bie Accessory buildirngs and uses.

4, Commercial greenhouses on lots of over
45,000 square feet in size.

Sk Farms devoted principally to the rais-
ing of crops.

6. Ferms on parcels of more than five
acres devoted principally to the rais-
ing of livestock provided the follow-
ing construction and operation stan-
dards and limitations are met:

6.1.1 PEYSICAL RESTRAINT -- Iivestock
shall be restrained from passincg
outside the owner's property
lines unattended or uncontrolled.

6.1.2 ODORS -- No objectionable odors
ghall be observable at the prop-
erty line. Detailed plans for
the elimination of odors may be
required before the issuance of
any building permit.

15



USES FERMITYED AFTER APFROVAL BY THE
ZOUING BOARD OF APPRALS

Trailer or mobile home, as a temporary
office incidental to continuous construc-
tion on the site on which the trziler or
moblile home is located.

Conversion of a single-family structure
to contain no more than two dwelling units
provided that each resulting dwelling unit
shall contain a minimum floor area of
800 square feet and provided further
that the lot area is at leagt double
the lot area required in the district.

Farms under five acres devoted principally
to the raising of livestock. 4/

Stables.

Kennels.

Philanthropic and religious purposes.
Public, private and parochial schools.
Colleges.

Municipal recreation areas.

Libraries.

Museuns.

Hospitals or sanitaria.

Municipal uses.

Public or private utilities:

Golf Courses.

Fraternal or civic buildings.

Lendscape nursery.

Cemeteries.

Owners of animals kept as pets or projects
on properties not devoted principally to
farming shall conform <+to relevant Town

By-Laws.

14



6.5

6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

MININMUIM LOT AREA

MINIMUM LOT WIDTH,
MEASURED AT THE REAR
OF THE REQUIRED FRONT
YARD

AND

MINIMUM LOT WIDTH,
MEASURED AT THE
STREET LINE

MINIMUM DEPTH OF FRONT
YARD AND OF CORNER SIDE
YARD (See Section 1% for
Front Yard Exception
Provision)

MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR
YARDS

MINIMUM D=EPTE OF BOTH
FRONT AND REAR YTARDS

MIWIIUM WIDTH OF EACH
INTERIOR SIDE YARD

MAXIMUM EEIGHT

14,400
sq. ft.

120"

100"

35!

25'

50% of
longes?t
side

15" +

5' for
each
story
over
one

3

stories
or 40',
which-
ever is
less

15

22,500
sq. ft.

150"

120"

35!

50

20' +
5' for
each
story
over
one

3

stories
or 40',
which-
ever is
less

150"

50"

70"

20" %
5' for
each
story
over
one

3

stories
or 40',
which-
ever 1is
less

)
R-i

62,500
sq. ft.

250"

200!

50!

80"

2o &
5' for
each
story
over
one

3
stories
or 40',
which-
ever is
less



©.10 ALTERNATE T0 STANDARD MINIIIUMS

This alternate is offered to encourage
more normally acceptable lot configurations,
increased open gpace, decreased density, re-
duced lengths of roads, ubilities and drains,
and to legalize potential non-conforming uses.

©.10.1 The minimum lot area must be
increased by 250 square feet
for each foot, or fraction
thereof, of reduction of the
minimum required lot width
measured at the street line.

©.10.2 The minimum lot area must be
increased by 250 square feet
for each foot, or fraction
thereof, of reduction of the
minimum required lot width
measured at the rear of the
required front yard.

©.10.3 The mnminimum required lot
width at the street line may
be reduced to not less than
75% of the standard minimum
of the affected zone, but not
to less than 100 feet.

6.10.4 The minimum required 1lot
width at the rear of the re-
quired front yard may be re-
duced to not less than 975%
of the standard minimum of
the affected zone, but not to
less than 100 feet.

6.10.5 Any lots designed under Sec-
tion 6.10 must be prominently
identified on plans subnmitted
for approval and/or endorse-
nent.

16



6.11 HOME OCCUPATIONS

Home occupations customarily con-
ducted entirely within a dwelling such as
custom dressmaking, millinery, tailoring,
and fabric sewing; foster family care of
not more than four children; office in
which goods, wares or merchandige are not
commercially created or handled; and room-
ing and boarding of not more than two per-
gons are permitted in all Residence Dis-
tricts provided that any such home occupa-
tion:

6.11.1 shall be operated entirely
within a dwelling unit and
shall have no exterior dis-
plays or storage;

6.11.2 shall be operated only by
the person Or persons re-
siding within the dwelling
unit;

6.11.3 may display only one sign
of not more than % square
feet lighted only by non-
flashing and non-animated
incandescent illumination;

6.11.4 shall utilize not more than
20 percent of the gross area
in the dwelling unit but in
sny event not more than 300
square feet;

6.11.5 shall have not more than one
employee or regular agsigtant
not residing in the dwelling
unit.

6.12 LOCATION OF DETACHED PRIVATE GARAGES
AND OTHER DETACHED ACCESSORY BUILDINGS

‘A detached garage or other accessory
buildings other than roadside stands shall
not be located in any required front or side
yard, within ten feet of any rear lot line
and less than ten feet from any other build-
ing.

Accessory farm buildings, except road-
side stands, shall be located at least 60 ft.
from any dwelling. Roadside stands shall be
located at least 25 feet from any street line.

6.1%3 LOCATION OF ATTACHED GARAGES OR CARPORTS

An attached garage or carport shall
not be located nearer to the front and gside
1ot lines than the minimum distance provided
herein for the main building.

17



o ' T TR VTSI OIS TN
A% SINGLE 1LOT LOoVELCPMIND

The creation of or development of single
lots which are not included in an approved sub-
division (as per Chapter 41, Sections &1K-84GG
of the Mass. General Laws) shall conform with
the followving requirements. These requirements
are in addition to those in effect under other
local Boards, the Inspector of Buildings, and
other sections of these By-Laws.

6.14.1

6./1#.,] ./]

A site plan at a scale of at least 1"= 40
shall be submitted to the Inspsc-
tor of Buildings and it shall:

6.14.1.2

6.14.1.5%

6.14.1.4

6.14.1.5

6.14.1.6

6.14.1.7

6.14.2

6.14.2.1

List Assessors Plat and Lot No.;

Identify abutting street(s) and
property owner(s%;

Locate proposed building(s) on
the site and indicate the pro-
posed lowest floor elevation of
said building(s);

Indicate existing and proposed
grades on the lot at 1 foot con-
tour intervals;

Locate existing water bodies,
wetlands, drainage swales and/
or drainage structures that

are on or abut the site;

Locate the test hole(s) and in-
dicate soil types found and the
percolation rate;

Locate proposed drainage swales,
structures and/or retention

areas and indicate the means of
disposing of stormwater runoff.

The Inspector of Buildings shall
review this plan to ensure that
the following conditions are met
on the site.

[(@9]

Storrmwater runoff is disposed
0f so as not to cause additional
runoff onto abutting lots nor to
cause roadway floodirg;



6.14.2.2 The lot is graded so as to
shed stormwater runoff away
fron the preposed buildirg(s);

6.14.2.3  The groundwater level is not raised
so as to cause groundwater infiltration
of basements or the malfunctioning of
sewerage disposal systems in the pro-
posed/existing building(s) of this
property and of those abutting prop-
erties.

6.14.2.4 The Conservation Commission
has reviewed and approved
the plans whenever such action
was required by State Statute
or local By-Laws;

6.14.2.5 The lot is graded and land-
scaped so that the driveway
entrance area provides an
unobstructed view for exit-
ing vehicles and roadway
traffic, :



SECTION 7.

LCCAL AND
HIGHWAY
BUSINZSS

DISTRICTS

7 USES PERMITTED

Residence district uses permitted in
Section 6.1 except dwellings.

LOCAL BUSINESS

Retail stores and ser-
vice establishments other
then restaurants -- the
brincipal activities of
which are the selling of
merchandise at retail;
the merchandise and ser-
vices of which are sold
for use or consumption
either within a building
or principally off the
pPremises; and the custo-
mers of which are provided
goods and services princi-
pally within a building.

Restaurants with +the ex-
ception of those described
under Highwsay Busiress.

Offices and banks -- the

principsl activities of

which are the conduct of

governmental, profession-
al, management, or finan-
cial activities.

Funeral hompes.

Accessory buildings and
uses.

20

HIGHWAY BUSINESS

Local business district
uses. Retall stores and
service establishments--
the principal activities
of which are the selling
of services or merchandise
at retail and the opera-
tions of which may be car-
ried on outside a building
as customarily as within.

Wholesale establishments,
the principal activities
of which are the sale of
merchandise to individu-
als and corporations for
resale to the public.

Hotels, motels.

Commercizal recreational
establishments.

Establishments processing
for direct consumption —-
the principel products fron
which are customarily de-
livered to individuals or
reteil outlets, as, for
example, bakeries, clean-
ing and dying plants, car-
ret cleaning plants, ice
plants, soft drink bottl-
ing plants, printers, pro-
vided such establishments
comply with industrisl
district construction and

operation standards and
limitations.
Restaurants principally

providing prepared and

packaged food for customer
pick-up at a counter for
take-out or for self-serv-
ice within the building

(i.e., fast food restaurants)

to be allowed conly in High-
way Dusiness Zone.



ITIGHWAY BUSINZSS

Automotive service stations

-- provided that any build-
ing or facility within a
service station site shall

be at least 50 feet away
from any Tesidential dis-
trict boundary and be at
least 200 feet away from
any entrance or exit to or
from a school, playground,
public library, church, hos-
pital, or children's home,
and provided further what
any lubricating, washing, or
repairing not conducted with-
in a building shall be per-
mitted only if a wall of sol-
id appearance Or a tight ever-
green hedge not less than ©
feet high is erected and main-
tained between such uses and
any adjoining residence dis-
trict. That the minimum front-
age measured at the street
1ine shall be 150 feet and if
a corner lot, it shall be 150
feet on both streets. That
the minimum lot area shall be
15,000 sq. ft. or if a corner
lot, 22,500 sq. ft.

7.2 USES PERMITTED AFTER APPROVAL OF THE ZOWING

ROARD OF APPEALS includes those regsidence
district uses permitted in Section 6.2, plus dwel~-
ling units that are an accessory Use within a
structure utilized primarily for uses listed in
Sections 7.1 and 6.2.

7% SCREENING

A1l outdoor storage Any highway business use not

areas or facilities for
fuels, materials and prod-
ucts shall be enclosed by
a wall of solid appearance
or tight evergreen hedge
not less than 6 ft. high
srected and maintained
where necessary to con-
ceal such areas or faci-
lities from adjoining
residence districts and
uses.

21

conducted wholly within a
building shall be pernitted
only if a wall of solid ap-
pezrsnce or tight evergreen
hedge not less then 6 ft.
high is erected end main-
tained between such use and
any adjoining residence dis-
trict or use.
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LOCAL BUSINESS HIGHWAY BUSINESS

MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE BY ALL BUILDINGS
40 percent 30 percent

MINIMUM DEPTH OF FRONT YARD
50 feet 70 feet

MINIMUM LOT WIDTH AT STREET LINE
50 feet 50 feet

MINIMUM WIDTH OF SIDE YARD

15 feet, except 50 feet 15 feet, except 50 feet
from a side street from a side street

When a side yard adjoins a lot in a residence
district, the side yard shall be of the same
width as the required side yard in the adjoining
district.

The side and rear yard adjoining any district or
use shall include a minimum of 15 feet around any
buildings. This includes appurtenances extending
out from any building, or other items, which in
the opinion of the Planning Board unduly consti-
tute an obstruction or which impede safe vehicular
travel by current emergency vehicles.

MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR YARD

When a rear yard abuts a lot in a residence dis-
trict, the rear yard shall be of the same depth
as the required adjoining yard, side or rear.

When a rear yard abuts a street, the rear yard
shall be of sufficient depth to provide the re-
quired off-street loading space. '

o

EXTERIOR LIGHTING

Exterior lighting shall not shine directly on
properties and streets beyond the property line.
MAXIMUM HEIGHT REQUIREMENT

The maximum building height shall be three stories
or 40 feet, whichever is less.

22



~T T AN
ool LUN 8.

IIWDUSTRY

DISTRICTS

The following provisions shall apply to
industry districts;

8.1 FROHIBITZD USLS

Within any industry district the follow-
ing are declared to Dbe non-industrial uses and
no building may hereafter be constructed and no
land hereafter mey be used in whole or in part
therefor: Dwellings, business district uses,
except as provided in Section 8.%.

8.2  PERMITTED USES

Within an industry district industrial
uses are declared to be the uses of land and
buildings for administration, research, manu-
facturing, processing, feorication, assembly,
associated storage, freight handling oOT simi-
lar operation, but excluding Jjunk and used
material storage or salvage operations, which
are not pertinent to a manufacturing or febri-
cation use on the premises. Any land or build-
ings in an industry district may hereafter be
used or constructed to be used for any indus-
trial use, provided the construction and ope-
ration of such use complies with all the pro-

visions of this section.

8.3 USES PERMITTED AFTER APPROVAL BY THE ,
BOARD OF APPEALS

Banks, restaurants, and other business
district uses consistent with the requirements
of an industry district.

8.4 CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION STANDARDS AND
LIMITATIONS

8.4.1 Building construction ~-- All
buildings shall be of fireproof
construction as established by
the building by-laws of the Town
of Seekonk.

8.4.2 Hazard to Adjacent Property --
Any industrial operation shall
be carried on in such a manner
and with such precautions against
fire and explosion hazards as to
produce no such hazard to a use
on adjacent property.
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be ocgervable at tha DBoROTTY Iize,
e TV n 1 " +lan o] v S
Detailed plans for the elimination

Or odors may be raquired berore the
issuance of any building permit. It
15 the intent of this paragraph that
odors from any industrial use hera-
after begun shall not be observable
at the preperty line to a greater de-
gree than thogs from plants for the
marufacturs or faurication of bueks,
clothing, jewelry, light metals, and
other plants in which.operations do
not result in greater nuisances from
the creation of odors.

8.4.4 Gases--No noxious, toxic, or corro-
sive fumes or gases shall be emitted.
Detailed plans for the elimiration of
fumes or gases may be required before
the issuance of any building permit.

8.4.5 Dust and smoke--No observable dust or
smoxe created by any industrial opera-
tions shall be exhausted into the air.
Detailed plans for the elimination of
dust or smoke may be required before
the issuance of any building permit.

8.4.6 Glare--Any operation producing heat or
glare shall be shielded so that the op-
eration is not visible beyond the prop-
erty line.

8.4.7  Exterior lighting--Exterior lighting
shall not shine directly on properties
and streets beyond the property line.

8.4.8 Noise--At any point on the property
line any noise produced by an indus-
trial operation shall not be in excess
of the average street and traffic noise
at that point. Irdustrial noise shall
be muffled so as not to become objec—-
tionable due to internittance, beat
frequency, or shrillness.

8.4.9 Waste Disposal--Approval of the RBoard of
Health of all waste disposal plars shall
be required before the issuance of any
building permit.

8.4.10 Vibration--No industrial operation shall
cause inherent and recurrently generated
vibration perceptible at the property
lire.

8.4.11 Radiation--No industrial operation shall
cause dangerous radiation at the property
line.
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8.5

YARD,

5.1

8.5.

6

SPACE AND HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS

Minimum lot area . . . . . . 20,000 s.f.
Maximum building coverage .. 50% of area of

Minimum width of lot at
street line e w i 50 feet

Minimum depth of front yard 50 feet

Minimum side arnd rear

yards except along

boundaries abutting

railroad tracks . . . . . . 20 feet

Minimum side and rear
yards when adjacent to
a residence district . . . . 50 feet

Where a lot in an industry district adjoins
a residence district and wherever an indus-
trial building, use, or associated parking
space is to be within 300 feet of the resi-
dence district there shall be erected and
maintained within 10 feet of and parallel
to the common district a wall of solid ap-
pearance or a tight evergreen hedge not
less than six feet in height which shall
extend for the full length of the common
zone boundary except for that portion
within 25 feet of a street.

Maximum building height shall be three
stories or 40 feet, whichever is less.

ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND USES

Within any industry district, buildings, accessory
buildings and uses of the land consistent with the
principal land use are permitted. Accessory build-
ings shall not be located in any required front,

side,

or rear yard. Accessory buildings and uses

include but are not limited to:

8.6.1

8.6.
8.6.
8.6.
8.6.

oW N

Garage for storage or repairs of appurtenant motor
vehicles;

Offices pertaining to the industrial operation;
Employee restaurant and athletic facilities;
Laboratories;

Retai! sales when such sales comprise a minor part
(less than 10%) of the industrial operation and/or
gross fleor area, and sale of any of these items to
be directly manufactured by that particular firm and/
or corporation on that particular lot. No lot shall
be further subdivided in order to meet the intent of

lot

this seztion. The aross floor area of the anticipated

retail cales shall have parking, in addition to that
reavired for the inductrial use, in conformance with

~

sarking plan by the Planning Board.

25
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SECTION 9.

SPECIAL
DISTRICTS

9.1 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS

9.1.1

9.1.2

DEFINITION AND INTENT

A planned unit development district means

a non-residential mixed use development on

a plot of land containing a minimum of the

greater of sixty thousand square feet or

five times the minimum lot size of the zon-
ing district in which a mixture of commer-

cial uses or a mixture of industrial uses

and a variety of building types are deter-
mined to be sufficiently advantageous to

render it appropriate to grant special per-
mission to depart from the normal require-
ments of the district to the extent autho-
rized by these by-laws.

Planned unit development districts may be
for commercial use-~-PLANNED UNIT DEVELCP-
MENT DISTRICT COMMERCIAL--or industrial
uge--FLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
INDUSTRIAL. Such districts may be estab-
lished from time to time in such.a manner
as best to fit the general pattern of land
use established by these by-laws and to
constitute a harmonious, efficient, and
convenient commercial or industrial cen-
ter.

Planned unit development districts shall
be established by process of amendment.

SITE PLAN PREREQUISITE FOR APPROVAL

Any amendment to this zoning by-law by
which a planned district may be estab-
lished shall be adopted in accordance
with the provisions of Section 17 of
this by-law and only after a site plan
for said district shall have been re-
viewed and given final approval by the
Seekonk Planning Board. Any such adop-
tion shall become effective only after
the site plan has been recorded with
the Planning Board and Bristol County
Registry of Deeds. Site plans as re-
corded may be revised provided such
revisions are approved by the Town au-
thority having appropriate Jurisdiction,
after a public hearing and after such
revisions shall have been recorded with
the Planning Board and the Bristol Cou-
nty Registry of Deeds.
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8.1.2 CONTENT CF SITE PLAN

A site plan for a plarned district shall
be certified by a Registered Liand Surveyor,
Professional Engineer, Landscape architect,
or Architect, and it shall indicate the lo-
cation of main and accessory buildings on
the site and the relation of one to another,
the traffic circulation features within eand
without the site, the height and bulk of
buildirgs, the provision of off-street park-
ing and loading spaces, the location of
other open spaces on the site, the location
and design of signs, and the description of
uses of buildings and areas, provided, how-
ever, that the uses of buildings and areas
which by virtue of the design of the build-
ing or area may be occupied by more than
one type of enterprise need not be desig-
nated.

9.1.4 A site plan for a planned district commer-
cial shall provide:

9.1.4.1 Front, side, and reer yerds of
depth at least as great as those
required in highway business dis-
tricts.

9.1.4.2 A weall of solid appearance OT
tight evergreen hedge at least
& feet high to be erected and
raintained in any side or rear
yard adjacent to a residence

istrict.

9.4.4.%3 Paved perking -areas in a ratio
of at least four square feet of
perking area (irncluding drive-
ways) for each ore square foot
of. gross floor area designred
for retail business or service
establishment use arnd excluding
basement storage areas.

9.1.5 A site plan for a planned district indus-
trial shall provide:

9.1.5.1 Front, side, and rear vards of
depths at least as great as SATSE
recuired in industry districts.



9.1.6

9.7

9.1.5.2 A wall of solid appearance or
tight evergreen hedge at least
© feet high to be erected and
maintained, said wall or hedge
to be required in accordance
with the provisions of Section
8.5.4.

9.1.5.3 Parking areas constructed in
conformance with the provisions
of Section 10.

In considering any site plan for a planned

district the Planning Board shall assure

safety and convenience of traffic movement,
both within +the area covered by the plan

and in relation to access streets, and har-
monious and beneficial relations between

the planned district and contiguous and ad-
Jacent neighborhoods.

DURATION OF APPROVAL

Any amendment to this by-law by which a
planned district is established shall cease
to be in effect three years from the date
of its adoption wunless a building permit
for construction in the plenned district
shall have been taken out. The zoning
classification of any planned district
which has ceased to be in effect shall
revert to the classification in effect
before the adoption of the appropriate
planned district amendment.
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9.2 WETLANDS AND FLOODPLAIN PROTECTION DISTRICT

9.2.1

9.2.2

PURPOSE AND INTENT

The purpose of the Wetlands and Floodplain
Protection District are as follows:

9.2-1 .1

9.2.1.2

9.2.1.3

To provide that lands in the Tovm
of Seekonk subject to seasonal or
periodic flooding as described
hereinafter shall not be used for
residence or other purposes in
such a manner as to endanger ‘the
health, safety or welfare of the
occupants thereof, or of the pub-
lic generally, or so as to burden
the public with costs resulting
from unwise individual choices of
land use.

To protect, preserve and maintain

the water table and water recharge

areas within the Town so as to pre-
serve present and potential water

supplies for the public health and

safety of the Town.

To assure the continuation of the
natural flow pattern of the water
courses within the Town, in order
to provide adequate and safe flood-
water storage capacity to protect
persons and property against the
hazards of flood inundation.

DEFINITION OF THE DISTRICT

The Wetlends and Floodplain Protection Dis-
trict is -superimposed over any other dis-
trict established by this Zoning By-Law.

9.2.2.1

The Wetlands portion of this Dis-
trict shall be defined as all lands
in the Town as shown on the map
entitled "Superimposed Zoning Dis-
trict" and which have been identi-
fied as follows:

shallow fresh water marsh (FIM)
deep fresh water marsh (DM)

salt marsh (SM)

shrub swamp (SS)

wooded swamp (WS)

cranberry bog (CB)

pond (P)

river (R) .

drainage ditches and other water
courses

L I B B |
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9'20202

The Floodplain portion of this Dis-
trict includes all lands in Seekonk
which have been identified as areas
of special flood hazard, including
regulatory floodways, by the Federal
Insurance Administration in the Flood
Insurance Study for the Town of See-
konk, Bristol County, Massachusetts,
with accompianying Flood Insurance
Raete Maps and Flood Boundary and
Floodway Maps. Said study and maps
are hereby adopted by reference and
declared to be a part of this Zoning
By-Law.

9.2.3 USES PERMITTED

Municipal use, such as waterworks, pumping
stations, esgential services and parks, is
permitted under this section. Land in the
Wetlands and Floodplain Protection District
may be used for any purpose otherwise per-
mitted in the underlying residential, busi-
ness or industrial district subject to all
the provisions of this section, as well as
all provisions of the underlying district.

9.2.3.1

No structure intended for human
occupancy Or use on a permanent
basis having water and sewerage
facilities and no other building,
wall, dam or structure (except
flagpoles, signs or the llkeg

intended for permanent use shall
be erected, constructed, altered,
enlarged or otherwise created or
noved for any purpose unless a
Special Permit is granted by the
Zoning Board of Appeals.

However, a structure existing at
the time this By-Law becomes ef-
fective may be reconstructed or
repaired to the original propor-
tions after a fire or other casu-
alty provided that no other pro-
visions of these By-Laws are vio-
lated.

Dumpirg, fillirg, mining, dredging,
grading, drilling, paving or trans-
ferring of any earth material within
the district 1s prohibited unless
the Zoning Board of Appeals grants
a Specicl Permit.



However, this does not prohibit
ordinary gardening or farming ac-
tivities in lawn, garden or farm'
areas which are used for such pur-
poses at the time this By-Law be-
comesg effective.

9.2.%.3 No ponds or pools shall be created
nor shall there be other changes
in water courses for swimming, fish-
ing, or other recreational uses,
agricultural uses, scenic features,
or drainage improvements or any other
uses without a Special Permit being
issued by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

9.2.%.4 Within the regulatory floodway, no
development or encroachment, includ-

ing fill or change of grade, shall
be allowed.

9.2.4 SPECIAL PERMITS AND PROCEDURE

Any person(s) desiring a Special Permit shall
submit an application to the Zoning Board of
Appeals which shall comply with the conditions
and submittal requirements as listed in the
following subsections. Such conditions shall
include, where applicable, approval by the
Congervation Commission, the Massachusetts
Department of Public Works, and the Massa-~
chugsetts Division of Environmental Manage-
ment under Chapter 131 of the General Laws,
acts relating to the protection of the inlend
wetlands of the Commonwealth.

9.2.4.1 SURMITTAL REQUIREMENTS

An gpplication for a Special Permit
shall be accompanied by the follow-
ing information:

9.2.4.1.1 1OCUS FLAN

A location plan at a scale of 1" =
600' shall be submitted showing the
lot(s) to be developed, lot lines
within which the development is pro-
rosed and tie-in to the nearest rosd
intersection.

9.2.4.1.2 SITE PLAN

A site plan at a scale of 1" = 40'
shall be prepared by a registered
land surveyor, professional engi-
neer, landscape architect or archi-
tect. The site plasn shall show the
following information:
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9.294.2

9.2.4.14.2.1: The location, boun-
daries and dimension of each lot
in question.

9.2.4.,1.2.2: One foot contours of
the existing and proposed land sur-
face.

9.,2.4.1.2.%3: Delinesation of the
wetlands and/or base flood level
on the lot(s).

9.2.4.1.2.4: The location of exist-
ing and proposed structures, water

courses, drainage easements, and

means of access and the location

of drainage and sewage disposal fa-

cilities.

9.2.4.1.2.5: The elevation of the
bagsement and first floor.

9.2.4.,1.2.6: The asrea and location
of leaching fields.

IEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS

For the development of land within
the Wetlands and Floodplain Protec-
tion District, the following condi-
tions shall eapply:

9.2.4.2.1: All new consgtruction and
substantial improvements, including
the placement of prefabricated and
mobile buildings, shall be adequately
anchored to prevent flotation, col-
lspse or lateral movement of the
structure, and be constructed with
materials and utility equipment re-
sistant to flood damage, and by
methods and practices that minimize
flood damage.

9.2.4.2.2: All subdivision proposals
and other proposed new development
shall be consistent with the need
to minimize flood damage and shall
provide adequate drainage to reduce
exposure to flood hazards.

9.2.4.2.%3: All public utilities and

facilities, such as sewer, gas, elec-
trical and water systems shall be

located and constructed to minimize

or eliminate flood damage.
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9.2.4.2.4: All new and replace-

ment water supply systcms and

sanitary sewerage sSystems shall

be constructed +to minimize Or

eliminate infiltration of ~ flood

waters into the systens. Sani-~

tary sewer systems shall also be

constructed to minimize or eli-

minate discharges from the sys-

tems into flood waters, and on-

gite waste disposal systems shall
be located to avoid impairment to
them or contamination from thenm
during flooding.

9.2.4.2.5: The following minimum
requirements apply in all unnunm-
bered "A" zones and all zones num-
bered "A1" through "A7" designated
on the Flood Insurance Rate lMaps:

9.2.4.2.5.1: All new construction
and substantial improvements of
residential structures shall have
the lowest floor, dincluding base-
ment, elevated to or above the base
flood level.

9,2.4.2.5.2: All new construction
and substantial improvements of
non-residential structures shall
have the lowest floor, including
basement, elevated to or above the
bagse flood level or constructed so
that the structure and attendent
utility and sanitary facilities be-
low the base flood level are water-
tight with walls substantially im-
permeable to the passage of weater
and with structural components hav-
ing the capability of resisting
hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads
and effects of bouyancy.

9.2.4.2.5.%: Where floodproofing
is utilized for a particulaer struc-
ture in accordance with the above
paragraphs, a registered professional
engineer or architect shall certify
that the floodproofing methods are
adequate to withstand the flood
depths, pressures, velocities, im-
pact and uplift forces and other
factors associated with the base
flood.
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9.2.5

9.2.4.3 Special Permit Procedure
The applicant shall file for a
Special Permit in accordance
with Section 11, "Special Per-
mits", of these By-Laws.
ADMINISTRATION

This By-Law shall be administered by the
Inspector of Buildings as follows:

9.2.5.1

9.2.5.2

9.2.5.3

9.2.5.4

9.2.5.5

9.2.5.6

Review proposed development
within the Wetlands and Flood-
plain Protection District to
agsure that all necessary per-
mits have been received from
those governmental agencies
from which approval is required
by Federal or State Law.

Review all permit applications
to determine whether proposed
building sites will be reason-
ably safe from flooding.

Obtain, review and reasonably
utilize any base flood eleva-
tion data available as criteria
for requiring that all new con-
struction or substantial im-
provements meet the requirements
set forth in this By-Law. :

Obtain the elevation, in rela-
tion to mean sea level, of the
lowest habitable floor, includ-
ing basement, of all new or sub-
stantially improved structures.
Also determine whether the
structure has been floodproofed,
and if so, the elevation to
which it was floodproofed.

Prior to any alteration or relo-
cation of a watercourse, notify
adjacent affected communities
and the Massachusetts Division
of Water Resources, and also
submit copies of such notifica-
tion to the Federal Insurance
Administration.

Assure that the flood carrying
capacity within the altered or
relocated portion of any water-
course isg maintained. '
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9.2.5.7 Maintain records of flood-
proofirg certifications pre-
pared by professional engi-
neers and architects, and of
lowest floor elevations and
floodproofing elevations de-
termined in accordance with
this By-Law.

9.2.5.8 No occupancy permit shall be
issued until all Boards with
jurisdiction under this By-
Law have given written notice
to the issuing officer that
they are satisfied with com-
pliance by the spplicant with
this By-Law. Failure by any
Board to respond within 21
days to a written request
from the issuing officer for
an opinion on compliance will
constitute agreed compliance
by the requested Board.

9.2.6 AREA AND YARD REGULATIONS

A lot, a portion of which is in the Wet-

lands and Flcodplain Protection District,
meets the minimum area regulations as

specified under other sections of these

By-Laws, provided that not more than 20%

of the lot area which is required to meet
the minimum area requirements is within

the Wetlands and Floodplain Protection

District, and provided no constructiocn

or drains are planned or executed within

this protected district.
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9.3.3
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A nmived use zone 1s an overlay zone which
is superimposed upon residential zones al-

ong nsjor d651gtdtnd traffic routes The
purpose of this czone is to D*ﬂ“e“"e the

rural cheracter clong Seekonk's major road-
ways, to prevert strip cor ﬂer"lal develop-
mert and 1ts associated problems, to con-
centrate cormercial activity in clusters,
to preserve and enhance the environmental

ssets of the Town, and to promote well-
planned viadle commercial development in
the community.

USES PERITITTED

Residence district uses permitted in
Section 6.1.

USES PERMITTED BY SPECIAL FERMIT OF THE
ZONING BOARD OF AFPRALS

Residence district uses permitted in
Section 6.2.

The following business activities:

9.%.%2.1 DBusinesses such as antique shops,
craft shops, specialty shops, etc.
9.%.%.2 Nursing homes and funeral hones.
9.%2.% Professional offices, such as
doctors, attorneys, real estate
and insurance offices.

9.3.%.4 Businesses which do not generate
traffic flows in excess of those
listed in 9.%.3%3.1, 9.%.3%.2, and
oY .

9.3.3.5 The type and number of commer-
cial vehicles to.be parked on
the property shall be appropri-
ate to the location.

9.%.%2.6 No outside displey, storage oxr
demonstration shall be allowed

SITE PLAN FREREGUISITE FOR AFPLOVA

9.%2.4.1 Content of Site Plan
The site plan shall indicete the
location of main gnd accesgory
bullda i srd the
relatl er, the
et uIE s
-+ Ech
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9.%2.4.2

off-gtreet parking and loading
spaces, the location of open
spaces and natural features on
the site, the location and de-
sign of signs, the description
of uses of buildings and areas,
and landscaping.

Desien Requirements

Tre site plan shall be designed
in conformance with the provi-
gsions of Section 10: "Parking
and Loading Regulations" of the
Zoning By-Laws, as well as the
following provisions. (If there
is a conflict between Section 10
and the following provisions,
the more restrictive shall be
considered in effect.)

9.3%3.4.2.1 Setback

Buildings, parking areas and all
associated improvements, with the
exception of free-standing signs,
shall be located no closer than
50 feet to the street lot line.

9.,3.4.2.2 Side and Rear Yards

Buildings, parking areas and all
associated structures shall be
located no closer than the side
and rear yard requirements of the
underlying residential district
of the area. :

9.3.4.2.% Building Coverage

Buildin%s shall cover no nore
than 30% of the total lot area.

9.3.4.2.4 Landscapin

All landscaping shall be of ratu-
ral vegesation. A screening tyre

of landscaping of at 1least six

feet in height, and of solid ap-

pearance, shall be lcoccated along

the property lines to the rear orf
the settack line.

.4,2,5 Entrance/Exit

erntrance/exit shall be 1
to one, btut ctherwise s
o ' t
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Any natural features of the site
such as hillg, ledge outcroprings,
wetlands, floodplain, trees of at
least 10" in diameter, etc., shall
be retalned in the site design to
the extent feasible.

9.%3.4.2.7 Buildings Height

The height of &ll buildings shall
be limited to three stories, Dbut
shall not exceed 40 feet.

9.3.4.2.8 Sieng

9.3%3.4.2.8.1: Free-standing signs

shall conform with the requirements
of Section 12 of these By-Laws and,
in addition, shall be of a colonial
or rustic design of a size not to
exceed 60 square feet.

9.32.4.2.8.2: Signg affixed to the
building(s) shall conform with the
requirements of Section 12 of these
By-Laws. '

9.2.5 PERIOD OF VALIDITY

A speciel permit granted under this section
is subject to the provisions as specified in
Section 11: "Special Permits" of the Zoning
By-Laws of the Town of Seekonk.



SECTION 10. 10.1
OFF-STREET 10.1.1
PARKING AND
LOADING

10.1.2
S
10.1.3
Land Use Activity

Employees

Handicapped Spaces

Residential
Hotel or motel
Place of assembly, church,

meeting hall or room, club,
lodge and country club.

PARKING REQUIREMENTS

flumhaer of Spaces. Off-strest

parking shall be provided in

all districts for uses where
off-street parking is required,
according to the standards set
forth in the following schedule.

Mixed Uses. Where mixed uses

occur, the parking and loading
spaces required shall be the sum
of the requirements for the
several individual uses, compu-
ted separately unless it can be
demonstrated to the Board of
Appeals under a variance appli-
cation that the need for parking
occurs at different times and
that adequate spaces will exist
to handle the requirements for
each use.

Parking Space Schedule

Minimum Number of Off-Street Parking

Spaces

One per each employee in addition
to other land uses and their re-
quired spaces as outlined below.

One per establishment and/or use,

with a maximum of 10%, inclusive,

of total parking required. These

spaces shall be a maximum distance
of 50 feet from any accessible
entrance, suitably displayed,

a safe means of access/egress.
This is iIn addition to the land
uses and their required spaces

within this section.

with

Two per dwelling unit.
One per guest room.

One per each four seats of total
seating capacity or one per 400
square feet of gross floor area,
whichever 1is greater.



Land Use Activity

Restaurant, stadium, gymnasium,
auditorium, arena

Theatre

Bank

Commercial establishments
serving the general public
(except automotive service
retail establishments)

Automotive retail and service
establishments

Wholesale, warehouse, or
storage establishment

Medical or dental clinic
or office

Hospital
Nursing home

Business, trade or industrial

school or college

School or college dormitory
facilities

Other schools

Office

Golf Course

Tennis Court

Swimming pool, skating rink

40

Minimum Numher of Off-Street Parkina
SRUEES '

One per each three seats of total
seating capacity.

One per each two seats of total
seating capacity.

One per each 150 square feet of
gross floor area or fraction
thereof.

One per each 200 square feet of
gross floor area or fraction
thereof.

One per each 1,000 square feet
of gross floor area or fraction
thereof. -

One per each employee on the
largest shift.

Three per each doctor plus one
for each employee.

Two per bed at design capacity.
One per two beds.

One per each 200 square feet of
gross floor area in classrooms
and other teaching stations.

One space per person of ultimate
dormitory resident capacity.

Two per classroom in an elementary
and junior high school; four per
classroom in a senior high school.
plus any other "mixed use" require-
ments.

One per 300 square feet of gross
floor area, or one per each
employee, whichever is greater.
Two per green.
One per four spectator capacity
and two per court.

One per four spectator capacity
plus one per each 100 square feet
of gross floor area.



Sports field

Amusement park

Ranges (golf, batting, etc.)

Carpgrounds

Public utility

Manufacturing or industrial

establishments

Any use permit%ed by these

by-laws rot interpreted to:

be covered by this schedule.
10.1.4

10.1.5

spectator copacity,

Cre per fecur
Cne per each 20 squocre feet of
amusenent area.

One end one-half per station.
Two and one-half per campsite.

One for each 200 square feet of
gross floor earea.

Two per each 3 employees in the
largest working shift.

Closest similar use as determined
by the Planning Board.

Dimensions. Each off-street
parking space shall be a mini-
mum of nine (9) feet in width
by twenty (20) feet in length.
Each off-street handicapped
parking space shall be a mini-
mum of twelve (12) feet in
width by twenty (20) feet in
length. In the case of angle
perking, the measurement of
the width shall be perpendicu-
lar to the parking line.

Aisle and Entrence Dimensions.
The minimum width of aisles and
entrance drives providing access
to more than two spaces shall be
at least 24 feet wide. On lots
where one entrance and exit drive-
way or access is constructed, the
access shall not exceed fifty-four
(54) feet in width. Where two or
more driveways O accesses zre
congtructed, the accesses shall
each not exceed thirty (30) feet
in width. For automotive service
stations, the maxirum width shzll
be thirty-two (32) feet for each
driveway or access.




10.2  LCADING REQUIREMENTS

10.2.1 Off-Street Loading. For every
builcing hereafter erected and
for every use hereafter estab-
lished in an existing building
or area, the off-street loading
requirements presented in the
Loading Space Schedule apply.
Provided however, that for any
building existing prior to Oc-
tober 2, 1973, but not expanded
after such date, the Zoning
Board of Appeals may grant a
varisnce to allow for on or off
loading on the street where con-
ditions unique to the use reason-
ably justify such loading.

10.2.2 Loading Space Schedule.

Use Minimum Number of Loadins Svaces

' Per Unit
All uses under 5,000 No minimum; sufficient provision
square feet of gross to eliminate all on or off loading
floor area. on the street pursuant +to normal

economic activity.,

Retail trade, manufac- One per 20,000 sguare feet or
turing and hospitsl fraction thereof of gross floor
establishment with over area up to two spaces; one ad-
5,000 square feet of ditional space for each 60,000
gross floor erea. square feet or fraction thereof

of gross floor area over 40,000
square feet; space used for am-
bulance receiving at a hospital
is not to be used to meet these
loading requirements.

Busicess services, other One per 75,000 square feet or
services, comnmunity faci- fraction thereof of gross floor
lities aschool, church, area up to two spaces; one ad-
town building, recreation, ditional space for each 20,000
etc.) or public utility square feet or fraction thereof
establishment with over of gross floor area over 150,000
5,000 square feet of gross square feet.

floor ares.
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10.2.3

Dimensions. Each space for
off-street loading shall be a
minimum of five (5) feet longer
than and four (4) feet wider
than the largest vehicle which
ghall use the 1loading space.
Each loading space shall have
a vertical clearance of at
ljeast fourteen (14) feet. Each
loading space shall have an ad -
ditional area adequate for park-
ing, loading, and maneuvering
off any public street, gidewalk,
or any portion thereof.

10.% GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

10.%.1

10.%.2

Change in Use. Whenever after
the date of this by-law, there
is a change in the use or owner-
ship of the premises, except
residential, or in the floor
area, or number of employees,
or other unit of measurement
specified in the foregoing Park-
ing Space and Loading Space
Schedules, off-street parking
and loading facilities shall be
provided on the basis of the ad-
justed needs as determined by
the aforesaid Schedules. I
there has been a change in the
lawful use of the premises after
October 2, 1973, of any building
existing prior to Octobver 2, 1972,
the petitioner, after clearly
demonstrating to the FPlanning
Board that it is impossible due
to the physical structure of the
property to provide additional
off-street parking and loading,
shall be exempt from the provi-
sions of this section.

Existing Spaces. Parking or
loading spaces being maintained
in any district in connection
with any existing use on the
effective date of this by-lew,
or any spaces subsequently pro-
vided in accordance with this
by-law, shall not be decreased
in number so long as said ‘ase
remains, unless a reduced num-
ber of parking or loading spa-
ces conirms to the requirements
of the parking and off-street
loading schedules.




10.32.3

10.3.4

10.3%.5

10.3.6

10.3.7

Computation of Spaces. When the
cozputatlon or required parking
or loading spaces results in the
requirements of a fractional
space, any fraction over 1/2
shall require one additional

space.

Location of Parking Spaces. Re-
quired off-street pariing spaces
shall be provided on the same lot
as the principal use they are re-
quired to serve or when practical
difficulties prevent their estab-
lishment upon the same lot, the
Zoning Board of Appeals shall
rule upon the acceptability of
alternative plans.

Combined Facilities. Parking re-

quired for two or more buildings
Or uses may be provided in com-
bined facilities on the same or
contiguous lots, where it is evi-
dent that such facilities will
continue to be available for the
several buildings or uses, regard-
less of ownership, with Plannirg
Board approval.

Rental Svpaces. No lot in common
ownership shall contain more than
two spaces for rental or lease
except as an understood accessory
to rental of a room on the same
lot.

Location of Loading Spaces. The
loading spaces required for the
uses listed in the Loading Space
Schedule shall in all cases be
on the same lot as the structure
or use they are intended to
serve. In no case shall the re-
quired loading spaces be part

of the area used to satisfy the

parking requirements of this

by-law.




10.%.8 Illuminanticn. The following shall
be Tlle oinizw: illumination levels
measured in footcandles for all
parking spaces serving the desig-
nated uses:

Industrial 1.0
Comnmercial 20
Shopping Centers By

Any fixture used to illuminate any
area shall be so arranged as %o
direct the light away from the
street and away from adjoining pre-
mises used for residential purposes,
and the source of the light shall
not be visible therefrom. The maxi-
mum spillover illunination to adja-
cent property shall be 1.0 footcan-
dle.

10.%3.9 Permits Reaquired. Prior to the
Tssuance of a building permit, a
plan for parking areas and load-
ing areas shall be submitted to
the Planning Board for review of
compliance with these by-laws. 4
building permit shall not be is~
sued without either an approved
plan signed by the Clerk of the
Plenning Board or by indicated
approval as follows. 1f the
Planning Board does not act to
reject such plan within twenty-
four (24) consecutive days after
receipt of the plan, it shall be
deemed to be acceptable and the
plan shall be signed "Approved
by Defzult" by the Town Clerk.

10.4 PARKING AND LOADING ARZA STANDARDS

10.4.1 All parking and loading areas
containing over five (5) spaces
in total combination shall be
either contained within struc-
tures or subject to the follow-
ing.
10.4.1.1 The area shall be
gereened with landscaping, &
grassed earth oerm, & fence,
pasonry wall or sone couhira-
tion of these screenlng devi-
ces, on each side which adjoins
or faces the side or rear lot
line of a parcel in regidential
use or in a residence district,.
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10.4.1.2 The area and access
driveways thereto shall be sur-
faced with bituzinous or ceent
concrete mnaterial and shall be
graded and drained so as to
dispose of all surface runoff
in a menner harmless to abutting
properties.

10.4.1.3% The location of spa-
ces shall be suitably marked by
painted lines or other appropri-
ate markings.

10.4.1.4 A substantial bunper
of concrete, steel, or heavy tim-
ber, or a concrete curb or berm
curb which is backed, or a natu-
ral berm, shall be so located at
the edge of surfaced areas except
driveways as to protect abutting
structures, properties, sidewalks,
and landscaping.

10.4.1.5 No parking or loading
area shall be used for the sale,
repair, display, storage, dis-
mantling or servicing of any ve-
hicle, equipment, merchandise,
naterial or supplies except as
specifically permitted by these
by-laws in conjunction with uses
directly involving sale, servic-—
ing, storage or repair of vehi-
cles in districts where such uses
are pernitted.

10.4.1.6 A minimum 10 foot deep
landscaped area shall be provided
along the street lot line(s) when
parking or driveweys are planned
in the required front yard area,
exenpting access and egress, and
in conformance with sections
10.5.3.3 and 10.5.3.4.

10.4.1.7 Parking and loading
spaces other than those for
single-family or two-family
dwellings shall be so arranged
as mnot to require backing of
vehicles onto any public street.



10.5

PARKING
10.5.1

10.5.2

10.5.3

10.4.1.8 No portion of any en-
trance or exit driveway shall be
closer than fifty (50) feet to
the naarest edee of the legal
layout of an intersecting gtreet.

LOT LAYOUT

All parking areas shall have i
clearly defined traffic flow into
and out of the ares and throushout
the lot. Traffic moving in uvne
direction may be required to be
geparated from traffic moving in
an opposite direction at the en-
trance and exit to the parking lot
by barrier, striping, rumble strip
or the like, as determined to be
necessary by the Planning Board.
The flow pattern shall direct traffic
into parking units. All driveways
ghall be clearly identified as to
exit and/or entrance and direction
of traffic flow.

Traffic intersections throughout
parking areas shall be designed
with use of devices such ag islands
containing landscape plantings of
trees and shrubs, curbing and inter-
gecting lanes at anmles designed

to guide turning vehicles into the
normal flow of traffice.

Parking units shell not include

more than twenty-five (25) adjacent
spaces. Parking units shall be
defined by landscaping in conformance
with other requirements of this
article. Any number of units is
permissible.

1065554 An area equivalent to

a minimum of twenty ?20) percent

of the paved area shall be provided
in addition to said paved area

for landscaped parking unit dividers,
landscaped islands, pedestrian
walkways and perimeter landscaping.
Landscaping shall be arranged on the
1ot so that a landscaped area shall
be within 100 feet from any point

on the lot.

&7



10.5.4

10.5.5

‘10.5.6
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10.5.3%.2 Landscaping shzll be
50 designed as to prevent park-
ing or driving on any portion of
a landscaped area. Refer to
10414,

10.5.3.3 Landscaping shall be
all live vegetation or shall be
live vegetation combined with
other landscaping materials ex-
cluding paved surfaces, except
as in 10,5.3.5,

10.5.%.4 Landscaping shall in-
clude trees or shrubs of a po-
tential height of at least three
(3) feet sufficiently spaced to
define and screen the area in
the event the landscaping is in-
adequately maintained. Land-
Scaping shall not interfere with
a safe view of traffic or pedes-
trian flow.

10.5.3.5 Pedestrian walkways

may be paved, but shall not

exceed fifty zBO) percent of

areas required by 10.5.3%.1.

When pedestrian walkways need

cross traffic lanes, crosswalks
shall be clearly marked and

identified.

Curbing and walkways wherever

developed shall meet all stan-
dards for curbing and walkways
specified in the effective

Rules & Regulations Governing

the Subdivision of Land in the
Town of Seekonk.

All parking spaces shall be
accessible from the driving
aisles or lanes by a single
turn.

Display lots for motor vehicle
sales shall be considered park-
ing lots but are allowed the
following exemptions to layout
regulations in Section 10.5
as long as there is provided,
adjacent to and parallel with
the street lot line, a land-
scaped setback area not less



than twenty (20) feet in
depth except in the area
covered by accegs drives.
No vehicle skall be parked
in the landscaped area OT
nearer than twenty (20) ft.
from the street lot line.

10.5.6.1 Layout regulations
10.5.1 through 10.5.%.1, and
10.5.3.5 are waived.

1056662 Regulation 10.5:6

applies only if the display

lot is separated in a manner

to prevent public parking in

the display lote.

10.5.6.3 The public parking
area is subject to all the
regulations of this section.

10.5.6.4 All regulations not
specifically exempted apply.
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SECTION 11.
SFECIAL

PERMITS

1.1 DEFINITION

The Zoning 3By-Laws of the Town of
Seekonk provide for specific types of uses
which shall only be permitted in the speci-
fied districts upon the issuance of a spe-
cial permit.

11.2  POWERS

The Seekonk Zoning Board of Appeals
shall have the power, after public hearing
notice has been given by publication and
posting as provided in Section 21 and by
mailing to all parties in interest, to is-
sue, upon application, special permits for
uses permitted thereby in certain districts.

Special permits are to be issued only
for uses which are in harmony with the gene-
ral purpose and intent of these by-laws, and
shall be subject to general or specific pro-
visions set forth herein. Special permits
may also impose conditions, safeguards and
linitations on time or use.

11.%3 PROCEDURES

Special permits shall only be issued
following public hearings held within sixty-
five days after filing of an application
with the Town Clerk, a copy of which shall
forthwith be given to the Zoning Board of
Appeals by the Town Clerk. The Zoning Board
of Appeals shall adopt and from time to time
amend rules relative to the issuance of such
pernits, and shall file a copy of said rules
in the office of the Town Clerk. Such rules
must prescribe the size, form, contents,
style and number of copies of plans and spe-
cifications and the procedure for the sub-
mission and approval of such permits.

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall act
within ninety days following a public hearing
for which notice has been given by publica-
tion or posting as provided in Section 21 and
by mailing to all parties in interest. Fail-
ure by the Zoning Board of Appeals to take
final action wupon an epplication for a spe-
cial permit within said ninety days following
the date of public hearirg shall be deemed to
be a grant of the permit applied for. Special
permits issued by the Zoning Board of Appeals
shall require four (4) concurring votes.
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11.4  PERIOD OF VALIDITY

A special permit granted under this
gection shall lapse after one year, plus
such time as is required to pursue or await
the determination of an appeal referred to
in Section 24 from the grant thereof, if a
substantial use thereof has not soon com-
menced except for good cause or, in the
case of permit for construction, if con-
struction has not begun by such date except
for good cause.

11.5 SPECIAL PERMITS FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
DEVELOPMENT OR PRODUCTION USES.

Uses, whether or mnot on the same
parcel as activities permitted as a matter
of right, accessory to activities permitted
83 a matter of right, which activities are
necessary in connection with scientific
regearch or scientific development or re-
lated production, may be permitted upon the
issuance of a special permit provided the
Zoning Board of Appeals finds that the pro-
posed accessory use does not substantially
derogate from the public good.
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SECTICN 42. 42.1  SIZNS,
S1u:ts 12.1.1
12.1.2

12.1.3

GENERAL REGULATICHS
Off-vremise commercial s3icn3 are
hereby prohibited. All non-com-

mercial siens shall cozply with
the precvisions of this Dy-law.

The followine signs are exemot
from repulation by these by-
laws: signs erected and main-
taired by ecvermmerntal arenci~s
or by local, state, or federal
lew; highway direction or traf-
fic control signs required or
allowed by law; siens exempt
under Section 32 of Chavter 93
of the General Laws; flass or
insignia of the United Nations,
United States or any political
subdivision thereof, or any
other nation or country when
not used for commercial pro-
motion or display.

No sien is permitted if it in
any way obstructs or impedes
the immediate use of a fire
escape, a fire or emergency
exit, or an emeresency escape
route. No sien shall be erec-
ted where it can obstruct free
passage of air or lieht to any

door, window, or skylieht or
other ovening of similar na-
ture. No sien is permitted

which restricts the view or is

otherwide considered obstruc-
tive or hazardous to motorists
or pedestrians.

12.1.3.1 Any sien which is
considered by the Buildine
Inspector, police department
or fire department to be ob-
structive, hazardous, or dan-
gerous because of age or dam-
age or poor construction, or
a potential danger in a sev-
ere storm must be removed im-
rediately but in no case later
than seven days following re-
ceipt of written notice from
the Building Inspector.
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12,14

53

8
Temporary exterior signs are pei-
mitted to advertise the openina
of a buginess at its new location;
+o advervise a special event at its
intended location; or to advertise
political candidates, campaigns,
or programs.

12.1. 4.1 Such signs shall not 3
exceed thirty two (32) square feet
in area.

12.1.4.2 No two or more such
signs shall be closer than five
hundred (500) feet apart.

12.1.4.3 Any illumination of such
permitted signs shall not exceed
the allowed limits in the district
in which it is located.

12.1.4.4 All temporary siens as
described above are permitted only
after written notification to the
Buildineg Inspector indicating the

initial display date.

42.1.4.5 All such temporary signs
ag herein described must meet the
approval of the Building Inspector
regarding safety of construction,
mounting and lighting. By written
notice specifying the corrections
needed, the Building Inspector shall
order the immediate action of the
displayer to either make the correc-
tions or remove the sign. If the
immediate action is not taken, the
Building Inspector may, at his own
initiative or with the enlisted aid
of any other Town departrment,
remove such sign.

4
12.1.4.6 All such temporsry sisns
as permitted in this gection shall
be permitted on the same premises
for not more than two (2) periocds in
the same calendar year, with no
gingle period of more than sixty
(60) days. At the end of the sixty-
day period the sign shall be removed
by the initiative of the company,
organization, individual, or their
agents, as indicated by the dis-
played information.



12.2

12.1.5

12.1.6

SIGNS,
12.2.1
12.2.2

12.2.3

12.1.4.7 No other exceptions shall
be permitted without the written
permission of the Board of Appeals.

The Buildine Inspector shall be the
enforcing authority actine under the
direction of the Board of Selectmen.

Where additional or more severe
restrictions on siens are provided in
other articles of this by-law, such
greater restrictions shall prevail.

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS
(Deleted - October, 1984, Town Meeting

There shall be no temporary or perna-
nent special promotion sipgns, banners,
streamers, or placards erected, sus-
pended, posted or affixed in any man-
ner outdoors or on the buildine
exterior of premises in commercial or
industrial districts, except as per-
mitted elsewhere in this by-law.

On each premises in a commercial or
industrial district, there is per-
mitted one sien affixed to the ex-~
terior of a building for each occu-
pancy therein. The top edge of each
such sign shall not be higher than
either the roof ridge of the buildine
or the highest point of the roof ex-
cluding ornamental portions thereof,
if no ridge pole or higher than the
plate of a flat roof.

12.2.2.1 One sien affixed to the
exterior of a building is permitted
provided it shall not exceed an area
of two hundred (200) sq. ft. or five
(5) percent of the face of the wall
below the plate on the side of the
building on which the sign is mounted,
whichever limit is smaller.

12.2.3.2 If a buildineg faces on more
than one street, a second sien may be
affixed to the building similar to the
first sien but with the restriction
that total area of both sigms will not
exceed one hundred fifty (150) percent
of the maximum allowable area of the
first sien, nor will the area of the
second sipn exceed five (5) percent of
the area of the wall below the plate
on the side of the building on which
the sign is mounted.
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12.2.4

12.2.5

12.2.3.3 Exception to the area
limitation is allowed for indivi
ually nmounted, non-illuzinated
letters mounted directly on the
face of the buildings for the sinmple
purpose of disvlayire the occupyine
company nane, Such letters shall not
exceed twenty (20) percent of the
heieht of the buildineg face below
the plate on the side of the build-
ing on which the letters are mounted.
The maximum heieght of individually-
mounted letters shall be four (4)
feet.

5
d-

12.2.3.4 Either the affixed siens
or the individually-lettered name
may be used, but not both for the
same building occupant.

10
Free-standine siegns ere limited in
numder to one per contiguous land
ownership, not per lot. Only one
free-standing sien is permitted for
the whole combination of any rumber
of lots mutually adjoining in a sin-
gle or common ownership on one side
of a street.

12.2.4.1 An exception allowing two
free-standing siegns on property as
previously described is permitted
where the property fronts on two or
more streets. One such sign is per-
nitted on each of the two streets.

The top edee of any free-standing
sign shall not be higher than
twenty-five (25) feet vertical
neasure above the averaece level

of the ground between the supports
of each sign exclusive of base
planters.



12.2.6 For public safety, the whole of the
gignboerd or display elements of any
free-gtanding eigz shall be either
below three (3) height, or above ten
(10) feet height, above average ground
level. No portion of such free-standing
sien or its supports shall be located
nearer than twelve (12) feet to a lot

line.

12.2.7 No free-standing sign sghall have a
girgle face area for display or Bign
in excess of sixty (60) square feet
in Local Business Zones or one hundred
twenty (120) square feet in Highway
Business or Industrial Zones measured
from the tops of the topmost display
elements to the bottoms of the lowest
displey elements, and from exterior
side to exterior side of display
elements, and including in such measure-
ments any blank spaces between display
elements. These measurements apply to
the overall sign size and not Just to
display area. The signs may be double-
faced. There shall be no printing or
display on the thickness dimension.

12.2.7.1 The maximum allowed thick-
ness from face to face of a double-
faced sign is twelve (12) inches, plus
ten (10) per cent of either the height
or width, whichever is smaller.

12.2.7.2 The support members shall
not extend beyond the vertical planes
of the faces and ends of free-standing
gigns, except single-pole cantilever-
mounted signs wherein such pole shall
not exceed twelve (12) inches in
dianeter.

\

12.2.7.3 All support members shall
be rigidly secured ia the ground at
every point of contact with the
ground.

12.2.7.4 Protective bumpers or bases
shall not exceed eighteen (18) inches
from the surface of support members or
from the plans between the faces of
adjacent supportinz members unless
such base is of a built-in-place
planter type. Such planter is not
lizited.
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12.3

12.2.8

No 3ign shall be animated, rotated
or otherwise moving, except as per-
mitted in Section 12.4.1.1.

SIGNS, RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

12.3.1

12.%.2

12.3.3

42'5.4

12.3.5

No sign shall be erected, posted,
or otherwise displayed external of
a residence except as permitted as
follows.

Residence identification by name
or address or both is permitted
for esch family in a dwelling.
Such signs shall not exceed one
(1) square foot per face and may
be double-faced.

One double-faced sign not in excess
of one (1) square foot per face is
permitted to advertise taking of
boarders, earth removal or home oc-
cupation. Such signs may be com-
bined with the residence identifi-
cation sign for a single double-
face sign not in excess of two (2)
square feet per face.

For permitted uses, other than resi-~
dential, in Residential District or

as limited otherwise, one double-

faced sign of not over twelve (12)

square feet per face is permitted.

Real Estate signs advertising the
sale or rental of the premises on
which +they are 1located may be
double-face but shall not exceed
six (6) square feet per face, nor
shall there be allowed more than
one per premises advertised.

12.3.5.1 An exception shall be

the advertising of a subdivision

as defined in Chapter 41, Section
81K, G. L. Such exception shall
permit a double-faced sign not

to exceed forty (40) square feet

per face, or ten (10) feet in any
direction erected. Construction

and mounting shall conform to the
provisions of Section 15.2 of
this By-Law. One such sign is

permitted near each entrance to

the subdivision except that not

more than one such sign shall

face the same street.
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12.3.6

Non-conforming lezal land uses in
residential districts shall be

allowed signs normally permitted in
the most restrictive disgtricts in
which the particular land use would
conform, but only with the permission
of the Board of Appeals. The Board of
Appeals shall stipulate any limits or
additional restrictions they deem neces-
gsary or desirable to insure compatibi-
lity with the surrounding arsea.

12.4 ILLUMINATION OF SIGNS: COMMERCIAL,
INDUSTRIAL, AND RESIDENTIAL

12.4.1

Any sign permitted may be steadily 6
illuminated either from within or by
some outside source, with the excep-
tion of individually-mounted letters
which may be illuminated only by some
outside source, subject to the follow-~
ing further provisions:

12.4.1.1 No sign shall be inter-
mittently illuminated, nor have rota-
ting, traveling, flashing or animated
lighting, except that there may be
displayed to the public by changing
or intermitting letters, numbers or

-lights, information as to the time of

day (or night), temperature, weather
forecast, visibility, or pollution
index or other similar information.

The public informatinn section inter-
mittently illuminated in any sign .
shall not exceed forty (40) square feet
in any zoning district.

12.4.1.2 Bigns shall neither emrit nor
reflect light with an ‘intensity greater
than f£ifty (50) foot candles at one
hundred (100) feet from the sign.

12.4.1.% The illumination of signs
for commercial or business or indus-
trial purposes shall be permitted in
Resgidence or Local Business Zones only
between seven o'clock in the morning
and eleven o'clock in the evening and,
in Highway Buginess and Industrial
Zones during the hours such business
is open and/or operating.



12.4,2 Tha gource cof illumination for any
gign shall be placed cor hcoded so
that the lighting source itaself is
not visible at any point beyond the
lot lines or leasehold lines of the
premises.

12.84.2.1 Bource is herein desig-
nated to nean the light-emitting
element and any elements designed
employed for the purpose of reflect-
ing and directing emitted light.

,

AY

SECTION 13. 13.1 REQUIRED FRONT YARDS IN DEVELOPED AREAS
YARD In any residence district, notwith-
EXCEPTIONS standing the provisions of Section 6, the

required front yard of any residence here-
after erected shall conform to the average
alignment of any existing dwellings on the
same side of the street within 250 feet e&x-
cept that no residence shall have a front
vard of less than ten feet in depth or need
have a front yard of greater depth than 50
feet in an R-4 district or 50 feet in an R-3
district or 35 feet in an R~2 district or
25 feet in an R-1 district.

13.2 THROUGH IOTS

In any district, a lot having frontages
on two streets that do not intersect shall
have two front yards each of a depth as pro-
vided in this by-law.
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SECTION 14.

SERKCNK ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS

14.1 CRGANIZATION

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall
consist of five members who are citizens
living within the confines of the town,
and to be appointed by the Board of Sel-
ectmen in accordance with provisions of
Section Twelve, Chapter 40A of the Gene-
ral Laws.

The terms of office for members of
the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be for
three years and the term of at least one
member shall expire each year as provided
in the Town Charter.

There shall also be appointed by
the Board of Selectmen three Associate
Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals,
also citizens living within the confines
of the town, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the same section of the Gene-
ral Laws. -

The terms of office for Associate
Members shall be for three years and
shall be staggered so that the term of
one associate member shall expire each
year.

The Zoning Board of Appeals hereto-
fore established under the =zoning by-law
previously in effect shall continue as the
Zoning Board of Appeals under this by-law.
The members and associate members thereof
shall continue in office for the duration
of their appointed terms as modified by
the Board of Selectmen to conform to the
provision for staggered terms described in
the preceding paragraphs.

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall
elect annually a chairman from its own
number and a clerk, and may, subject to
appropriation, employ experts and cleri-
cal and other assistants.

Any member may be removed for cause
by the Board of Belectmen wupon ‘written
charges and after a public hearing.

Vacancies shall be filled for un-
expired terms in the same manner as in
the case of original appointments.
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The Chairman of the Zoning Board of
Appeals shall designate an Associate lemter
to sit on the Board in case of absence, in-
ability to act or conflict of interest on
the part of any member thereof or in the
event of a vacancy on the Board until said
vacancy is filled in the manner provided in
this section.

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall
adopt rules not inconsistent with the Zon-
ing By-Laws of the Town of Seekonk for the
conduct of its Dbusiness and for the pur-
poses of Chapter 40A of the General Laws.

A copy of said rules shall be filed
with the Town Clerk.

14,2  POWERS

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall
have all the powers and duties of Board
of Appeals under the applicable provisions
of the General Laws of the Commonwealth of
Magsachusetts and of this by-law as speci-
fied therein.

The Board shall:

14.2.1 Hear and decide appeals from
any person aggrieved by rea-
gson of his inability to ob-
tain a permit or enforcement
action from any administrative
officer under the provisions
of this by-law or Chapter 40A
of the General Laws, by the
Southeastern Regional Planning
and Economic Development Dis-—
trict, or by any person in-
cluding an officer or Board
of the Town of Seekonk, or of
an abutting city or town ag-
grieved by an order or deci-
gion of the Inspector of Build-
ings, or other administrative
official, in violation of any
provision of this Dby-law or
Chapter 40A of the General
Laws. Prior to making a de-
cision on applications for
building permits referred to
the Board of Appeals in ac-
cordance with the provisions
of Section 15.3, the Board
may request the opinion of
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the Planning Board and one or
more expert consultants gselec-
ted by the Board as qualified
to advise as to whether a pro-
posed use will conform to per-
formance standards contained
in these by-laws.

Any building permit so autho-
rized and issued shall be con-
ditioned on, among other
things, the applicant's com-
pleted building and installa-
tions in operation being in
conformity with the applica-
ble performance standards.

14.2.2 Hear and decide petitions or
appeals for variances as set
forth in Section 20 of this
by-law.

14.2.3 Hear and decide applications
for special permits.

In exercising its powers, the Zoning
Board of Appeals may, in conforming with the
provisions of this by-law ard Chapter 40A of
The General Laws, nake orders or decisions,
reverse or affirm in whole or in part, or
modify any order or decision, and to that
end shall have all the powers of the office
from whom the appeal is taken and may issue
or direct the issuance of a permit.

14.3  APPEALS PROCEDURE

Any appeal to the Zoning Board of
Appeals under Section 14.2.1 of this by-law
shall be taken within thirty days from the
date of the order or decision which is be-
ing appealed, by filing a notice of appeal,
specifying the grounds thereof, with the
Town Clerk, who shall forthwith transmit
copies thereof to such office or board .
whose order is being appealed, and to the
Zoning Board of Appeals. Such officer or
board shall forthwith transmit to the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals all documents and pa-
pers constituting the record of the case
in which the appeal is taken.

Meetings of the Zoning Board of
Appeals shall be held at the call of the
chairman or when called in such other men-
ner as the board shall determine in its
rules. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall
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hold a hearing on any appeal, application
or petition transmitted to it by the Town
Clerk within sixty-five days from tre
transmittal to the Board of such appeal,
application or petition. The bosrd shall
cause notice of such hearing to be pub-
lished and sent to parties in interest as
provided for herein, and shall notify the
Planning Board of the Town of Seekonk and,
the Planning Board of adjacent cities and
towns which may forward recommendations
with respect to said matter for the con-
sideration of the Zoning Board of Appesls.
The Chairman, or in his absence the Acting
Chairman, may administer oaths, summon wit-
nesses, and call for the production of
papers.

The concurring vote of four members of the

Zoning Board of Appeals shall be necessary

to reverse any order or decision of any ad-
ministrative official under this by-law or

to effect any variance in the spplication

of any by-law.

All hearings of the Zoning Board of Appeals
shall be open to the public. The decisions
of the Board shall be made within seventy-
five days after the date of the filing of
an appeal, application or petition, except
in regaerd to special permits. Failure by
the Board to act within said seventy-five
days shall be deemed to be the grant of the
relief, application or petition sought, sub-
Jject to an applicable Judicial appeal as
provided for in Chapter 40A of the General
Laws. The Board shall cause to be made a
detailed record of its proceedirgs, indicat-
ing the wvote of each member upon each
question, or if absent or failing to vote,
irdicating such fact, and setting forth
clearly the reason or reasons for its deci-
gion and of its official actions, copies of
all of which shall be filed within fourteen
days in the office of the Town Clerk and
shall be a public record; and notice of the
decision shall be mailed forthwith to the
petitioner, s&pplicant or appellant, to the
parties in interest designated in Section 21
and to every person present at the hearing
who requested that notice be sent ©to him and
stated the address to which such notice was
to be sent. Each notice shall specify that
appeals, if any, shall be made pursuant to
Section 24 and shall be filed within twenty
days after the date of filing of such rnotice
in the office of Town Clerk.
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SECTICN 15.

AT AT AT
Laed Uil ld el

15.1 INSPECTCR Or BUILDIRGS

This by-law shall be enforced by
the ©DBoard of Selectmen through the In-
spector of Buildings. The Inspector of
Buildings shall approve no application,
plan, or perzit, or the specifications
thereof except in conformity with tkhis
by-law.

15.2  BUILDING PERMITS

No structure shall hereafter be
erected or structurally altered and no
premises shall hereafter be changed in
use until a permit authorizing the same
shall be issued by the Inspector of
Buildings. The Inspector of Buildings
shall withhold a perzmit for the con-
struction, alteration or moving of any
building or structure if the building
or structure as constructed, altered or
moved would be in violation of these
by-laws. No permit or license shall
be granted for a new use of a building,
structure or land which use would be
in violation of +this by-law. If the
Inspector of Buildings is requested in
writing to enforce tkis by-law against
any person allegedly in violation of
the same and declines to act, he shall
notify, in writing, the party request-
ing such enforcement of any action or
refusal to act, and the reasons there-
for, within fourteen deys of receipt
of such request.

Any application for a building
permit shsll be accormparied by plans
and specifications in duplicate show-
ing the actual shape and dimensions of
the lot to be built upon, the exact lo-
cation and size of sll buildings or
structures already on the lot, together
with the lines withkhir which all build-
ings or structures are to be erected,
the existing and irtended use of each
building or structure, and such other
information as may be necessary under
the provisions of these by-laws to pro-
vide for its execution and enforcement.

A record of all such applica-
tions, plans and perzits shall be KkKept
or file by the Ingpector of Buildings.
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SECTION 16.

SUBDIVISION
OF LAND

15,3 CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION
STANDARDS DATA

The Inspector of Buildings mey require
the submission both of plans of any proposed
machinery, operations and products and of spe-
cifications for the mechanisms and techniques
to be used in restricting the emission of dan-
gerous and objectionable elements referred to
in Sections 6.1 and 8.4. The Inspector of
Buildings may also require an affidavit from the
applicant acknowledging his/her understonding of
the applicable performance standards of Sections
6.1 and 8.4, and his/her agreement to conform
with the same at all times. No applicant will
be required to reveal any secret processes, and
any information will be treated as confidential
if so requested.

If there is any reasonable doubt con-
cerning the likelihood of conformance with the
performance standards of Sections 6.1 snd 8.4,
the Inspector of Buildings shall refer the appli-
cation to the Board of Appeals, which shall teke
action in accordance with the provisions of
Section 14.2.1.

The subdivision of land in &all
districts shall conform to the subdivision
regulations as approved by the FPlanning
Board.
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SECTION 17.
AVENDMENT

These zoning by-laws or any portion thereof
may be amended, modified or repesled in the
following manner:

17.1 INITIATION

Change of zoning by-laws may be initi-
ated by the submigsion to the Board of Select-
men, by the Zoning Board of Appeals, by an in-
dividual owning 1land to be affected by the
change, by request of registered voters of the
town pursuant of Section 10 of Chapter 39 of
the General Laws, by the Planning Board, by
the Southeastern Regional Plamning and Economic
Development District, or by other methods pro-
vided by municipal charter. %he Board of Sel-
ectmen shall, within fourteen days of receipt
of such zoning by-law, submit it to the Plan-
ning Board. for review.

17.2  PUBLIC HEARING

No zoning by-law or amendment thereto
shall be adopted until after the Plarning Board
has held a public hearing thereon at which in-
terested persons shall be given an opportunity
to be heard. Said public hearing shall be held
within sixty-five days after the proposed zon-
ing by-law is submitted to the Planning Board
by the Board of Selectmen. Notice of time and
place of such public heering, of the subject
matter, sufficient for identification, and of
the place where texts and maps thereof may be
inspected shall be published in a newspaper of
general circulation in the town once in each
of two succesgive weeks, the first publication
to be not less than fourteen deys before the
day of the hearing and by posting such notice
in a conspicuous place in the Town Hall for a
period of not less than fourteen days before
the day of said hearing. Notice of said hear-
ing shall also be sent by mail, postage pre-
paid, to the Department of Community Affairs,
the Southeastern Regional Planning and Econo-
mic Development District and the Planning
Boards of all ebutting cities and towns. A
separate, conspicuous statement shall be in-
cluded with property tax bills sent to non-
resident property owners, stating that notice
of hearings under this by-law shall be sent
by mail, postage prepa:.d, to any such owner
who files an annual recuest for such notice
with the Town Clerk no later than January
first, and pays a fee of five dollars per
annum. In cases involving boundary or use
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changes within a district, notice shall be
sent without charge to any such norresident
property owner who has filed such a request
with the Town Clerk and whose property lies
in the district where the change 1is sought.
No defect in the form of any notice urder
this by-law shall invalidate any zoning by-
laws unless such defect is found to be mis-
leading.

17.3  TOWN MEETING ACTION

No vote to adopt any such proposed
by-law shall be taken until a report with
recommendations by the Planning Board has
been submitted to the Town Meeting, or
twenty-one days after said hearing have
elapsed without submission of such report
or recomxzendations. After such notice,
hearing and report, or after twenty-one
days shall have lapsed after such hearing
without submission of such report, a Town
Meeting may adopt, reject, or amend any
by-laws. If a Town Meeting fails to vote
to adopt any proposed by-law within six
months after such heering, no action shall
be taken thereon until after a subsequent
public hearing is held with notice and re-
port as above provided.

No zoning by-law shall be adopted
or changed except by a two-thirds vote of
a Town Meeting.

17.4  RECONSIDERATION

No proposed zoning by-law which has
been unfavorably acted upon by a Town lMeet-
ing shall be considered by Town Meeting
within two years after the date of such
unfavorable action unless the adoption of
such proposed by-law is recommended in the
final report of the Planning Board.

17.5  SUBMISSION TO ATTORNEY GENERAL

When zoning by-laws or amendments
thereto are submitted to the Attorney Gen-
eral for approvsl as required by Section
Thirty-Two of Chapter Forty of the General
Laws, he shall also be furnished with a
statement prepared by the FPlanning Board
explaining the by-laws or amendments pro-
posed, which statement may be accompanied
by explanatory maps or plans if eppropri-
ate.
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17.6  EFFECTIVE DATE OF AMENDMENT

The effective date of the amendment
of the zoning by-laws shall be the date on
which such amendment was voted upon by a
Town Meeting.
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SECTIGS 18. PR ol shalebolR partnership, 2ssociation or
SIIAITY TOR corp;:atipn viola?i:g any of_tpe‘p?ovisigns
YTETmI0LS & s oy law shall be punigfiea Dy & fine
e ot exceeding one-aundred doilars for each

offense; and each dey that such violation
shall contirnue shall be deemed to constltute
a separate cIifense.

Whenever it is necesszry to tzke admin-
istrative or other action to recover a fine
or damages cr to compel the rerzovel, eltera-
+ion or relccation of any structure or part
of a structure or alteration of a structure
bty reason of any violation of +these by-laws,
the provisicns of this section znd Section

- 14 of +these by-laws and Section 17 of Chap-
i ter 4OA of *the Gereral Laws shall be followed.

The following provisions apply to real
property that has bteen izmproved end used in
accordance wit the terms of the originsl
building perrmit issued by a Derson duly
suthorized to issue such permits. :

Ary action, the effect or purpose of
which 1is to corpel (1) the abendonment,
limitation or modification of a use allowed
by such a prcperly issued building perzit,
or (2) +*he rerwoval, alteration oxr reloca-
tion of any structure erected in reliatce
on such a properly issued buildl !
rust be cozmenced snd notice there
ed in the Registry of Deeds for
County within six years after the cozmence-
rent of the elleged violation of law.

Any action that does not meetl tris re~
quirement cannot be maintained. The rnotice
to be recorded shall include names of one
or pore of the owners of record, the nane
of the person initiating the action, and
edequate identification of the structure
and the alleged violation. 1/

1/  The Superior Court has jurisdiction
to enfeorcs the provisions of Chapter
40A of the General Laws, and any by-
laws adopted thereunder, anc mey re-
cstrain by injunction violations therecf.
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SECTION 19.
VALIDITY

19.1 INVALIDITY

The invalidity of any section or
provision of this by-law shall not in-
validate any other section or provision.

19.2  OTHER REGULATIONS

Nothing contained herein shall be
construed as repealing or invalidating
any existing by-law or regulation of the
town, but shall operate in addition there-
to. Where this by-law imposes restric-
tions greater than are imposed by such
by-law or regulation, the provisions of
this by-law shall prevail.
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VARIANCES ‘ . ;
The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have

the power, after putlic hearing notice has
been glven by puvlication and Dostlng as pro-
vided in Section 21 and by mailing to all
parties in interest, to grant, upon appeal
or upon petition with wrespect to particular
land or structures, a variance from the terms
of the by-law where the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals specifically finds that owing to cir-
cumstances relating to the soil conditions,
shape, size, or topography of such land or
structures but not affecting generally the
; zoning district in which it is located, a
7 literal enforcement of the provisions of the
] by-law would involve substantial hardship,
financial or otherwise, to the petitioner or
appellant, znd that desirable relief may be
granted without substantial detriment to the
public good and without nullifying or sub-
stantially derogating from the intent or pur—
pose of these by-laws. No variance may auth
orize a use or activity not otherwise pnrmlt—
ted din the district in which the land or
structure is located, provided, however, that
such variances properly granted prior to Janu-
ary first, nineteen hundred ard seventy-six
but limited in time, may be extended on the
same terms and conditions that were in effec?t
for such variance upon said effective date.

20.2 CONDITIONS OF VARIANCE

The Zoning Board of Appeals may impose
conditions, safeguards and limitations both
of time and of use, including the continued
existence of any particular structures but
excluding any condition, safegueards and limi-
tation based upon the continued ownership of
the land or structures to which the variance
pertains by the applicant, petitioner or any
Oowner.

If the rights authorized by a variance
are not exercised within one year of the date
of grant of such variance they shall 1lapse,
and may be reestablished only after notice and
a new hearing pursuant this section.
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SSCRGCA 2ak 21.1 GENZRAL REGQUIREMENTS

FUSLIC HEARIIGS r all cases where notice orf a pubtlic
hearing is required notice shall be given vy
publication in a newspaper of general circu-
lation in the Town of Seekonk ornce in each of
two successive weeks, the first publication
to bYe not less than fourteen days before the
day of the hearing and by posting such notice
in a conspicuous place in the Town Hall for a
period of not less than fourteen days bercre
the day of such heering. In all cases where
notice to individuals or specific boards or
other agencies is required, notice shall be
sent by mail, postage prepaid.

ro

21.2 PARTIES IN INTEREST

"Parties in interest" as used in this
by-law shall mean the petitioner, abutters,
owners of land directly opposite on any pub-
lic or private street or way and owners of
larnd within three hundred feet of the prop-
erty line all as they appear on the nost
recent applicable tax list, notwithstanding
that the land of any such owner 1is located
in another city or town, the Seekonk Plenning
Board, and, the planrning board of every abut-
ting city or town. The assessors raintaining
any applicable tax list shall certify to the
Zonirg Board of Appeals or the Planring 3oard
the names and addresses of parties 1n interest
and such certification shall be conclusive for
all purvoses. The Zoring Board of Arpeals or
Planrirg Board may accept a walver of notice
from, or an affidavit of actual notice to any
party in interest or, in his stead, any suc-
cessor owner of record wno may not have re-
ceived a notice by mail, and may orcer special
notice to any such person, giving rot less
than five nor more than ten additional days
to reply. N
21.3 PURLIC HEARING NOTICE CONTZXNT

Publicatiorns ard notices required bty
this section shall contain the name of the
petitioner, a description of the area or
premises, street address, if any, or other
adequate identification of the location, of
the area or premises which is the subject of
the pevition, the date, plzce and time of the
public heering, the subject matter of the
hearing, and the nature of action or relief
requested if v. No such heering shall te
held on any day on which a state or punicil-
pal election, caucus or prizary is held 1in
the Town.
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21.4 REVIEWING AGENCIES

A1) Applications for special permits,
petitions for varicnces, or appeals submitted
to the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be sub-
citted to and reviewad by the following, and
guch reviews may be held Jointly: <he Board
of Selectmen, the Board of Health, the Planning
Board, the Inspector of Buildings, the Super-
intendent of Fublic Worke, the Conservation
Commimsion and the Industrial Development Com-—
missicn. Any such board or agency to which
said petitiona, appeals, or applications are
referred for review shall meke such recommenda-
tions as they deem sppropriate and shsll send
copies thereof to the Zoning Board of Appsals

- and to the applicant, provided, however, that
/7 failure of any such board or agency to make
\ recommendations within %5 days shall bes deemed
lack of opposition thereto.

SECTION 22, Any eppeal, application or pstition
which has been unfavorably and finally acted
REPETITIVE upon by the Zoning Board of Appeals shall not
PETITIONS be acted favorably upon within two years after

the date of final unfavorable action unless
said Zoning Board of Appeals finds, by a vote
of four members, specific and material changes
in the conditions upon which the previous un-
favorable action was based. The Board shall
describe such changes in the record of its pro-
ceedings. All but one of the members of the
Planning Board must also consent thereto.
Notice shall be given to parties in interest of
the time and place of the proceedings when the
question of such consent will be considered.

Any petition for a variance or appli-
cation for a special permit which has been
transmitted to the Zoning Board of Appeals may
be withdrawn, without prejudice, by the peti-
tioner prior to the publication of the notice
of a public hearing thereon, but thereafter may
be witkdrawn without prejudice only with approval
of the Zoning Board of Appeals.
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SECTION 23,

NOTIC: OF
DzCISION

SECTION 24.
AFPEAL

Upon the granting of a varisnce or
special permit, or any extension, modification,
or renewal thereof, the Zoning Board of Appeals
shall issue to the owner and to the applicant,
if other than the owner, a copy of its decision,
certified by the Zoning Board of Appeals containing
the name and address of the owner, identifying the
land affected, setting forth compliance with the
statutory requirements for the issuance of such a
variance or special permit and certifying that:
copies of the decision and all plans referred to
in the decision have been filed with the Planning
Board and Town Clerk. No variance or special
permit, or any extemnsion, modification or renewal
thereof, shall take effect until a copy of the
decision bearing the certification of the Town
Clerk that twenty days have elapsed and no appeal
bas been filed or that if such appeal has been
filed, that it has been dismissed or denied, is
recorded in the Registry of Deeds for Bristol County
and indexed in the grantor index under the name of
the owner of record or is recorded and noted on the
owner's certificate of title. The fee for re-
cording or registering shall be paid by the owner
or applicant. A

Any person aggrieved by a decision of the
Zoning Board of Appeals, whether or not previously
a party to the proceedings, or any municipal
officer or board may appeal to the Superior Court
or to the land court under Section 14A of Chap-
ter 240 of the General Laws for the County in
which the land concerned is situated by bringing
an action in the manner provided by the Laws of
Massachusetts, and particularly by Section 17 of
Chapter 40A of the Magsachusetts General Laws.
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CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF REVISIONS SINCE OCTOBER, 1979

Octeober 1981 Towa Meeting - 10.5.1 amendment

October 1982 Town Meeting

Accessory Building, definition revised

October 1982 Town Meeting

12.1.4.1 revised

!

October 1982 Town Meeting - 12.1.4.6 revised

October 1982 Town Meeting

12.2.3.3 revised
October 1982 Town Meeting -~ 12.4.1 revised
October 1984 Town Meeting - 12.1.1 revised
October 19§¢'Town Meeting - 12.1.4 revised
October 1984 Town lMeeting - 12.2.1 deleted

October 1984 Town Meeting - 12.2.4 revised

October 1985 Town Meeting - Sections revised: Sectio

n 1,
Section 2, 3.2.1, 4.3, 5.3, 5.4,
6.2.2, 6.14.1, 6.14.2.3, 7.3,
7.6, 8.5.3, 8.6, 9.2.2.2, 10.1.1,

10.1.3



Cct.

Cct.

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF RZZCNES SINCE

2, 1984

Arrical Town lMeeting
Plat 29, Lots 36,37, 38
Pine Street

Robt. T. Fuller

Annual Town leeting
Plat 12, Lots 420 & 501
Taunton avenue

Gecrege a. Butler

amnual Tovn lleeting
Plat 12, Lot 421
Taunton avenue

J. Howe & T, Dyson, III

Aanrnual Town lieetine

Plat 12, portion of Lot 502

Teunton avenue
Louis Romano

OCTOBER,

Fron

1979
R-1 (Residential)
Industrial

Local Business

E R =
Hignway Busin

(g1
n
6]

Local Business
Highwey Busiress

Local Business
Highway 3Business
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